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Benton-Tippah  sends  construction  team  to  Honduras 


While  there ,  they  heard  strange  noises  in  the  attic ... 

By  Lola  M.  Autry  N 

‘‘Did  you  hear  any  noises  in  the  Vicki  and  her  husband  Russell  for  presentations  at  churches  in  the 
attic  last  night?”  asked  Vicki  Fox,  have  been  instrumental  for  die  last 

Southern  Baptist  missionary  at  14  years  in  making  this  place  into  The  Foxes  have  a  winning  way 
Gampa  Mento  Baptists  Bagope  on  one  of  die  most  beautiful  Baptist  of  “controlling”  those  who  come 
Lago  de  Yojoa,  Agua  Azul,  Hon-  camps  I  have  ever  seen.  The  name  to  die  camp  as  volunteers  in  con- 
duras.  Charles  and  Jeirie  West  and  Bagope  has  a  meaning  which  truly  stxuction  and  teaching.  One  morn- 
1,  from  Hickory  Flat,  gave  her  a  represents  die  people  it  serves:  ing  at  the  close  of  breakfast,  Vicki 
puzzled  look.  Baptists  love  fishing.  Lake  Yojoa  stood  up  and  asked  for  everyone’s 

“What  kind  of  noises?”  Charles  borders  one  rim  of  die  property,  attention.  Her  face  was  stem.  “I 
questioned.  The  campground's  facilities,  winch  have  noticed,”  she  began,  “that 

“Iguanas.”  includes  dormitories,  kitchens,  din-  many  of  you  filled  your  cereal 

“Iguanas!”  echoed  Jerxie.  “Why  ing  areas,  and  a  chapel,  is  used  by  bowls  with  the  most  expensive 
would  Iguanas  be  in  the  attic T  evangelical  groups  for  assemblies  cereal  we  have.  From  now  on,  I 
‘They  have  no  trouble  getting  and  Bible  study.  shall  expect  you  to  fill  your  bowl 

in,”  Vicki  responded,  “and  you  Coconut  palms,  laden  with  gold-  at  least  two-thirds  with  the  cheap- 

might  hear  bints  up  there,  too.  We  en  fruit,  tower  above  the  camp-  est  cereal,  then  top  that  with  the 
leave  a  light  on  in  die  attic  every  ground.  As  the  coconuts  fall  they  expensive.”  We  laughed,  but  we 
night  to  keep  the  bats  out.  bisects  are  gathered  into  small  piles  to  got  the  point  The  expensive  cere- 
are  drawn  to  the  light,  and  in  the  await  the  machete  of  assistant  al  costs  over  $8  a  box  in  our  alr¬ 
eady  morning  hours  birds  come  in  camp  manager  Margarito  He  man-  rency. 

to  gobble  up  the  insects.”  dez.  Banana  trees  bearing  stalks  of  The  men  were  at  work  each 

And  there  am  plenty  of  insects,  green  fruit  dot  the  landscape,  and  morning  by  5:30.  They  took  off  a 
especially  mosquitoes,  in  this  land  a  sugarcane  field  is  on  the  other  short  while  during  the  extreme 
south  of  the  United  States.  We  side  of  the  road,  separated  from  heat  of  the  afternoon,  ihm  worked 
were  instructed  that,  before  retir-  the  campground  by  wire  nailed  to  until  dusk.  Their  main  objectives 
ing  each  night,  we  should  pot  a  madriago  trees  which  have  been  were  to  roof  the  building  and  to 
repellent  packet  into  a  little  elec-  topped.  These  treeposts  live  for  install  wiring  and  lights.  They 
trie  contraption.  With  that  going,  many  years.  In  nearby  areas,  accomplished  that  and  more, 
the  mosquitoes  did  not  hang  pineapple  shoots  spike  the  hill-  Jerrie  and  I  helped  assemble 
around.  Malaria,  caused  by  motr-  sides  and  coffee  plants  climb  the  roofing  screws  with  washers  and 

quitoes,  is  very  ^prevalent  in  the  mountains.  grommets  and  put  together  light- 

land.  Twelve  men  and  two  women,  ing  fixtures.  However,  we  spent 

While  on  die  wildlife  subject,  it  under  the  leadership  of  the  Ben-  most  of  our  time  with  Vicki  and 
is  safe  to  say  that  the  toads  of  ton-Tippah  Association  went  to  the  children,  and  the  national 
Honduras  are  as  large  as  stateside  the  camp  to  help  complete  a  huge  helpers  —  Ana,  Miriam,  and  Mag- 
bullfrogs.  Three  visited  the  bpek-  dormitory  and  to  teach  Bible  d»lew> 

door  of  our  living  quarters  regular-  lessons  and  crafts  to  children.  Jer-  Thursday  evening  of  the  trip,  we 
ly.  rie  also  cut  hair,  and  I  made  slides  attended  worship  services  in  the 


The  pastor  of  the  Honduran  Baptist  Church  in  San  Pedro  Sula  (and  his 
son)  present  a  red  rose  to  one  of  the  mothers  at  the  church  service  on 
Mother’s  Day.  (Photos  by  Lola  M.  Autry). 

small  Honduran  church  near  the  was  Mother’s  Day,  the  pastor  did 
camp.  We  must  have  appeared  a  not  preach  a  regular  sermon, 
scraggly  bunch  as  we  tripped  over  Rather,  the  service  centered 
the  rocks  in  the  dirt  road  in  the  around  expressions  of  love  for 
dark  of  night.  There  were  a  few  mothers,  who  are  greatly  loved  in 
flashlights  being  used,  but  not  the  Honduran  culture, 
enough  for  a  “lamp  unto  the  feet”  Why  would  anyone  leave  a  place 
of  everyone.  We  carried  cans  of  of  plenty  and  go  to  a  country  as 
insect  repellent  and  even  though  poor  as  Honduras  during  a  hot  sea- 
the  small  one-room  church  had  a  son,  sweat  in  a  broiling  sun,  fight 
screened  door  and  windows,  mos-  mosquitoes,  and  subject  them- 
quitoes  followed  us  in.  During  the  selves  to  possible  malaria  or 
service,  an  occasional  hiss  from  a  cholera — there  has  been  an  out- 
can  of  spray  was  swallowed  up  in  break  of  cholera  there  this  year, 
the  lusty  singing  of  the  congrega-  and  listen  for  the  noises  of  igua- 
tion,  led  by  Miriam  and  accompa-  nas,  bats,  or  birds  in  the  attic? 
nied  by  Margarito  on  the  guitar.  There  is  only  one  answer.  We  sang 
Although  Margarito  is  not  an  about  it  at  the  assembly  on  the 
ordained  minister,  he  preached  in  campgrounds  and  at  the  three 
the  absence  of  the  pastor.  Margari-  churches,  on  the  dormitory  roof 
to  spoke  in  Spanish,  since  he  top  and  inside  the  building,  with 
speaks  very  little  English.  the  children  and  to  ourselves:  “He 

On  Sunday,  we  attended  the  deddido  seguir  a  Christo.  He  ded- 
English-speaking  church  in  San  dido  seguir  a  Christo.  He  deddido 
Pedro  Sula  and  the  Honduran  seguir  a  Christo.  No  vuelvo  alias, 
church  where  the  Foxes  are  mem-  no  vuelvo  atras...I  have  *t*ddod  to 
bers.  At  the  close  of  Sunday  follow  Jesus.  No  turning  back,  no 
School,  each  of  the  four  children’s  turning  back.” 
classes  redted  the  Bible  verse  they  Autry  la  a  member  of  Pine 
memorized  that  day.  Because  it  Grove  Church. 


Editor’s  Nomm 

Mississippi  and  the  SBC 


HE  ‘PONT  SWEAT, 
I  PON'T  UST6N I 


Since  184S  Mississippi  Baptists  the  mission  fields  of  die  world.  It  pling  blow.  D.  T.  Niles  describes 
have  been  a  part  of  the  Southern  also  provides  theological  training  the  love  of  Christ  as  being  a  barri- 
Baptist  Convention.  Once  the  con-  for  our  pastors,  church  staff  lead-  erless  love.  He  broke  down  every 
vention  met  within  our  borders  ers  and  missionaries.  More  identity  barrier  encountered  in  his  min- 
(Columbus,  1881)  and  several  Mis-  is  given  to  u$  by  being  a  part  of  the  istry:  Class  distinction,  yet  he 
sissippians  have  served  as  presi-  larger  organization.  Southern  Bap-  dined  with  a  despised  tax  collec- 
dent  The  convention  has  served  us  tists  have  stood  for  certain  things  tor;  sex  distinction,  yet  he  con- 
well.  through  the  years  and  the  Baptists  versed  with  the  sinful  Samaritan 

We  have  no  SBC  institutions  .  of  our  state  have  been  a  part  of  it.  woman;  race  distinction,  yet  he 
nor  agencies  in  the  Magnolia  We  have  paid  our  dues  in  money  responded  to  the  Syrophoenician 
State.  Tennessee  has  the  Brother-  and  personnel.  woman;  economic  distinction,  yet 

hood  Commission  and  the  Sunday  A  church  can  not  live  long  on  be  commended  the  poor  widow 
School  Board.  Louisiana  hats  New  the  bread  of  controversy.  When  and  her  mite.  Barriers  crumpled  in 
Orleans  Seminary,  and  Alabama  they  come  Sunday  after  Sunday  his  presence.  Paul  was  a  master 
has  the  WMU  auxiliary.  These  asking  for  bread,  “will  you  give  builder  of  barriers  until  he  met 
institutions  as  a  rule  are  located  in  them  a  stone?”  The  cold  stone  of  Jesus. 

areas  of  high  population.  They  are  controversy  provides  little  spiritu-  There  are  walls  of  long  standing 
also  lightning  rods  for  controver-  al  nourishment.  The  Pharisees  that  need  to  fall.  Walls  and  bani- 
sy.  When  Mississippi  enters  the  were  so  orthodox  but  they  fed  few  ers  indicate  the  spirit  of  Christ  is 
SBC  squabble,  we  have  to  import  and  placed  burdens  on  the  backs  not  among  us.  Prayer  is  a  formali- 
the  argument.  Charges  of  liberal  of  the  people.  The  fellowship  ty  and  nothing  more.  We  become 
seminary  professors.  Foreign  Mis-  around  the  table  becomes  as  separated  in  a  web  of  deceit  and 
sion  Board,  and  Sunday  School  important  as  the  food  served,  lest  programs,  agencies,  churches  and 
Board  problems  would  qualify  as  we  satisfy  the  body  and  starve  the  conventions  pay  the  penalty.  Walls 
examples.  We  are  a  part  of  all  of  jsoul.  Neither  can  a  convention  break  communication,  lowers  the 
these  but  the  actual  entity  is  out-  thrive  on  such  cold  stones.  We  trust  level,  and  makes  for  a  long 

need  that  sense  of  warmth  and  day  of  misery, 
trust  if  we  gain  the  ear  of  our  What  we  have  is  well  worth  pre¬ 
serving.  There  is  a  wall  in  Jerusalem 
Trust  comes  on  the  wings  of  known  to  many  as  the  “wailing 
time  but  can  be  destroyed  in  a  wall”  and,  lest  there  is  a  real  effort 
moment.  Distrust,  suspicion,  the  to  destroy  them,  we  are  going  to 

have  some  wailing  walls  in  our 
future.  Whatever  we  gain  will 


these  but  the  actual  entity  is  out¬ 
side  of  our  state. 

The  stated  goal  of  our  conven¬ 
tion,  “Bringing  Mississippi  and  the  brother, 
world  to  Jesus,”  has  a  definite 
[dace  in  what  we  are  seeking  to  do. 

How  does  the  SBC  help  (or  hin¬ 
der)  in  reaching  our  objective?  very  opposite  of  trust,  will  imme 
First,  it  provides  a  uniform  method  diately  set  up  a  barrier.  Commum 
of  getting  funds  and  personnel  to  cation  and  fellowship  suffer  a  crip-  hardly  be  worth  the  price  we  pay. 

Mothers  grabbed  little  children  ago  I  was  invited  to  “dinner  on  the 
lt*S  revival  season ...  and  plopped  them  atop  the  dinner  ground”  at  a  modem  city  church.  I 

__  a  _  T  -  tables.  Never  mind  that  they  had  drove  up  in  a  wheezy  Pontiac,  was 

|j  a  Y  f  \  T  n  A  I  I  fl  one  foot  in  the  banana  pudding  ushered  into  a  spacious,  air-condi- 

L/ll  II  1^71  I  I  1 1  1^7  v|  I  \^vll  I VI  and  one  knee-deep  in  the  choco-  tioned  fellowship  hall  where  we 

late  cake.  There  would  be  a  law-  had  a  delicious  meal  awaiting. 

It  all  started  back  in  the  olden  every  day.  Scrumptious  pies,  five-  The  dogs  would  follow  us  until  suit  over  this;  not  for  disturbing  Mind  you,  it  was  good,  but  I 

days  to  accommodate  people  com-  layer  cakes,  meat  and  vegetables  Papa  would  tell  us  to  run  the  dogs  public  worship,  but,  “that  was  my  missed  the  outdoors,  the  horse 

ing  a  great  distance  to  church.  The  were  in  abundance  in  spite  of  the  back  home.  Not  all  dogs  were  as  bound  you  burned.”  flies,  the  dust,  and  trying  to  sit  on 

roads  were  graveled  pot-holes  and  absence  of  gas  stoves,  microwaves,  obedient  as  ours,  so  usually  there  Ah,  those  days  of  shaped-note  an  extended  oak  root  while  balanc- 

folks  came  in  the  family  mule-  and  fast  food  outlets  at  major  would  be  two  dogs  per  man  on  the  hymn  books,  slatted  pews,  and  ing  a  plate  on  my  knees, 

drawn  wagons.  The  more  modem  intersections.  You  took  “littered”  church  grounds.  long  sermons.  The  funeral  home  At  the  modem  city  church  I  was 

wagons  had  springboard  seats  cov-  (pine-knots),  built  a  fire  in  a  stove  This  was  the  cause  of  an  unto-  fans,  Mims-Mitchell  variety,  were  handed  a  compartmentalized  cant¬ 
ered  with  hand-stitched  quilts.  with  four  eyes  and  a  hot  water  ward,  SPC A- condemned  event  keenly  appreciated.  After  the  ser-  board  plate,  a  plastic  fork,  and  a 

There  was  a  morning  service,  reservoir,  and  prepared  a  feast.  All  that  took  place  at  Mt.  Carmel  mon  the  “doors  of  the  church  were  styrofoam  cup  of  instant  tea.  This  I 

followed  by  dinner  on  the  grounds,  the  escrow  cooking  could  be  stored  Church.  By  the  third  day  every-  opened”  which  was  strange,  seeing  burdened  with  commercially  fried 

Then  there  was  the  afternoon  ser-  in  the  “safe”  —  which  had  nothing  body  was  tired  of  dogs.  They  as  how  they  had  never  been  chicken,  deli-prepared  potato 

vice  and  the  people  went  home,  to  do  with  Mosler  nor  banks  —  a  fought,  chomped  on  chicken  bones  closed.  This  was  their  euphemism  salad,  canned  beans,  a  U-Brown- 

The  phrase  “drop  traces”  meant  screened-door  cabinet  built  to  keep  while  the  preacher  spoke  in  the  for  joining  the  church.  ’em  roll,  and  they  pointed  me 

the  trace  chains  were  unhooked  flies  and  children  out.  afternoon,  and  were  not  above  After  fanning,  singing,  and  coo-  toward  a  plastic  chair, 

from  the  wagon  so  the  mules  could  While  Pa  hooked  up  the  mules,  meandering  into  the  church  house,  ing  for  30  minutes  or  so,  the  About  that  time  I  recalled  the  wit 

move  around  a  little  more.  You  Ma  loaded  the  food  into  a  dishpan,  Some  of  the  baser  sort  of  folks  babies  would  go  to  sleep  and  the  of  a  local  sage  who  observed  the 

can  still  bear,  “drop  your  traces  covered  it  with  a  flour  sack  and  brought  small  bottles  of  “Hi-Life”  moms  would  slip  out  and  place  the  best  thing  about  the  “good  ole 

and  sit  a  spell,”  around  the  old  then  scrubbed  and  dressed  the  chil-  (carbolic  acid)  and  while  dinner  little  fellows  on  a  quilt  in  the  wag-  days”  was  the  fact  they  were 

country  store.  Believe  me,  it  had  to  dren.  This  helps  in  understanding  was  being  set,  each  one  selected  a  ons.  Rumors  have  it  that  the  same  behind  us.  Even  so,  in  my  mind  I 

do  with  trace  chains,  nothing  else,  the  legend  of  the  lady  who  sur-  canine  and  poured  the  contents  on  baser  sort  mixed  up  those  sleeping  could  still  see  the  old  church  yard. 
The  dinner  was  served  on  a  long  mised  that  she  had  “one  lap  baby,  him.  A  short-haired  feist  (a  la  babies  in  the  wagons.  Several  ram-  my  Mama  and  the  other  ladies 

table  under  the  oak  trees.  It  was  a  two  knee  kids,  and  three  yard  Farmer  Jim)  had  if  to  start  burning  ilies  reached  home  before  they  dis-  packing  up  the  left-over  victuals, 

runway  of  gourmet  delights  and,  young’uns.”  first.  He  started  going  in  circles,  covered  they  had  the  wrong  baby,  tying  them  up  in  flour  sacks,  and 

amidst  the  shadows  of  oak  leaves.  Pa  drove  the  team  up  near  the  gnawing  and  barking.  By  then  it  Needless  to  say,  I’ve  wondered  placing  them  in  the  back  of  the 
was  a  thing  of  beauty.  house  where  we  loaded  on.  You  had  soaked  in  on  a  couple  of  the  across  the  years  if  perchance  I  had  wagon. 

During  the  protracted  meeting  walked  not  upon  St.  Augustine  nor  hounds  and  five-alarm  bedlam  been  one  placed  in  the  wrong  I  uncrossed  my  polyester-clad 

(revival  services)  which  came  in  Johnson  grass  but  on  clean  broke  loose.  wagon,  especially  when  I  note  the  legs,  was  tempted  to  wipe  my  face 

the  summer  after  the  crops  were  scraped,  brush-broomed  yards.  Folks  thought  the  Midianites  antics  of  some  of  my  kin.  with  my  60%  cotton  sleeve,  but 

“laid  by”  —  you  could  he  about  You  have  lawns  now;  we  had  had  attacked  or  the  dogs  had  Across  the  years  we  have  tried  to  condescending  to  modernity,  used 

them  year-round  but  you  laid  by  in  yards  back  then.  Itjffas  sheer  tor-  hydrophobia.  Children  were  cry-  perpetuate  those  hallowed  days,  the  allotted  paper  napkin  to  wipe 

mid-July.  They  would  come  to  the  ture  to  ride  four  miles  to  Goodwa-  ing,  women  screaming,  teams  of  Here  and  there  you  will  still  see  a  away  a  tear.  It  was  in  memory  of 

church  Sunday  through  Friday  and  ter  Church  with  the  aroma  of  pies  mules  tore  up  the  harness  trying  to  rickety  runway  of  boards  behind  a  boyhood  days  now  long  gone, 

have  dinner  on  the  ground  most  and  fried  chicken  tantalizing  you.  get  away  from  the  berserk  dogs,  forlorn  church  building.  Not  long  —  GH 
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BookLink  announces  tmi** 

regional  collection  point  (J|n^ 

MEMPHIS',  Tenn.  (BP)  —  The  their  Christian  library  reference  ) 

National  Fellowship  of  Baptist  tods,”  Buchanan  said. 

Educators*  BookLink  ministry  has  Packages  of  books  should  be 

named  its  first  regional  shipping  sent  via  Parcel  Post  at  the  Fourth 

director  and  collection  point,  with  Class  Book  rate  to  Tom  Booth,  * ■***  w*y»  ™ 

an  eye  to  establishing  three  more  director  of  shipping,  BookLink, 

collection  points  as  soon  as  possi-  Route  1,  Box  271,  Aberdeen,  MS  O  1 

ble.  39730.  For  now,  contributors  in  all  i^l  1  T|  V 

Tom  Booth,  a  Baptist  layman  time  zones  should  mail  to  this 
in  Aberdeen,  has  accepted  the  address. 

duties  of  director  of  shipping  in  According  to  Bob  Salley,  direc-  •  1.  J 

the  Central  time  zone  for  the  min-  tor  of  the  National  Fellowship  of  Ol  fj  ||  |  | 

istry  that  provides  Christian  refer-  Baptists  in  Missions,  BookLink  ^ 

ence  and  study  books  for  Southern  has  been  one  of  the  organization’s 
Baptist  missionaries  and  Baptist 
pastors  in  52  countries. 

Hal  Buchanan,  BookLink 
executive  director  from  Tupelo, 
said  Bible  reference,  doctrinal,  and 
discipleship  materials  are 
needed”  to  fill  current  requests. 

“We  send  a  special  appeal  to 
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By  Ray  Waddle 

NASHVILLE,  Term.  (ABP)  —  “There  was  no  attempt  to  target  director;  and  Ken  Me  A  near,  58, 
Eight  veteran  executives  of  the  anybody.  We  were  top-heavy  in  director  of  Ridgecrest  Conference 
Southern  Baptist  Sunday  School  management.  It’s  an  attempt  to  Center  in  North  Carolina. 

Board  have  been  forced  to  retire  in  structure  the  board  along  business  “We  were  told  there  would  not  be 
a  “reorganization”  effort  to  make  lines  to  make  us  a  more  flexible  a  place  for  us  in  die  board  after  the 
the  massive  publishing  house  more  operation.  It’s  a  tough  time.  This  is  restructuring  but  that  there  would  be 
flexible  and  efficient,  officers  said,  painful  for  everybody.”  a  severance  package,  and  I  feel  they 

Some  employees  called  the  Forced  to  retire  were  Dessel  were  fair  to  me,”  said  Edwards, 
retirements  a  long-awaited  “purge”  Aderholt,  62,  director  of  publishing  who  worked  there  23  years, 
by  fundamental-conservatives.  But  analysis;  Martin  Bradley,  64,  “I  wish  I  could  have  completed 
board  President  Jimmy  Draper  research  department  director,  Andy  my  career  at  the  board,”  Edwards 
called  it  a  painful  but  necessary  Dodson,  53,  distribution  services  said,  “but  the  new  president  has  the 
adjustment  to  a  changing  market-  director  Timmy  Edwards,  54,  vice  right  to  select  his  own  people  and 
{dace.  president  for  marketing;  Johnny  fill  leadership  positions  with  peo- 

“This  is  not  a  theological  issue;  Godwin,  55,  vice  president  for  pie  he’s  comfortable  with.” 
some  of  the  men  are  known  to  be  publishing;  Bill  Graham,  57,  book  Ray  Waddle  is  religion  news 
conservative,”  Draper  told  the  store  division  director;  David  editor  of  the  TENNESSEAN  in 
is  a  longtime  member  of  Tennessean  July  1.  Turner,  56,  business  planning  Nashville. 

Immanuel  Church  in  Little  Rock, 

£51°  »£* 1,1  ^  d,0'r  wh“  Success  of  Breakthrough  pilot 

Gore  is  a  member  of  Mount  A 

Vernon  Church  in  Crystal  City,  j  j  •  1  •  1 

River  fromJWashington.  Gore  spurs  statewide  expansion  plans 

By  William  H.  Perkins  Jr. 

The  outcome  of  a  year-long,  16-  Convention  (SBC)  to  introduce  es  in  Mississippi,  74%  had  no 
church  pilot  program  in  Mississip-  new  outreach  and  growth  ideas  to  increases  in  enrollment  or  atten- 
pi  that  demonstrated  the  effective-  individual  churches.  Volunteers  dance  last  year.  The  volunteers 
ness  of  the  Great  Commission  living  across  the  state  will  be  must  be  able  to  listen  and  commu- 

trained  and  then  assigned  to  a  mcate  effectively  and  respond  to  a 
nearby  chinch  that  has  enlisted  in  wide  ra”ge  of  perceptions  about 
the  program,  Wilkinson  said.  bow  to  Oo  about  the  project,  since 

The  project  includes  extensile  they  will  not  go  to  the  churches 
documentation  and  step-by-step  with  an  inflexible,  pre-packaged 
“how  to”  procedures  for  both  vol-  program,”  Tompkins  said. 

“We  are  anxious  to  see  how  unteers  and  churches.  Volunteers  To  further  increase  flexibility. 
Great  Commission  Breakthrough  will  attend  a  weekend  training  ses-  scheduling  of  consultations  and 

sion  at  other  activities  is  also  left  up  to  the 
Jklh|i  ■■Gulfshore  volunteers  and  the  churches,  he 
"ML  pointed  out. 

1 1  PIP  Ul  Project  goals  for  this  year  call 

Vll  111 Ml  n  for  the  recruitment  of  200  volun- 

aaiuiiaaiaii  \\  teers  by  August  1,  with  10%  com- 

nAIIIIInnlfM!  \\  ing  from  the  ranks  Of  laypeople; 
I  I  lUIUIIWIl  llll  \\30%  fr°m  ministers  for  programs 

VVKTlilfllWvfvIl  m  inis  tries'!  Cettc°’  5%  ?f2 

BHfi  A  \\  denominational  leaders,  such  as 

_ directors  of  missions,  associa- 

""TIWm  igil  tion  officers,  and  state  conven- 
iptist  ■  nRwVwfl  tion  employees;  and  the  remainder 
ssembly  in  Pass  Christian  on  coming  from  pastors.  Overall 
ptember  11-12,  be  said.  goals  call  for  200  volunteers  and 

'‘Can  we  involve  churches  and  churches  per  year  for  the  next 
ople  on  this  scale?  We  are  chan-  seven  years, 
ling  a  great  amount  of  our  “We  believe  that  if  200  churches 
sources  into  this  project,  which  per  year  —  10%  of  the  Baptist 
Sects  the  potential  that  is  there,”  churches  in  Mississippi  —  experi- 
ilkinson  said.  ence  growth  through  Great  Com- 

The  volunteers  and  churches  mission  Breakthrough,  the  impact 
churches  producing  significant  must  have  a  desire  to  see  the  will  be  significant,”  Wilkinson 
increases  in  baptisms.  Two  of  the  churches  experience  a  break-  said. 

churches  were  successful  in  imple-  through  in  attitudes  about  outreach  “We  have  154  volunteers  and  60 
men  ting  the  project  but  have  not  and  growth,  according  to  Randy  churches  enlisted  in  the  program 
yet  seen  an  increase  in  enrollment  Tompkins,  a  consultant  in  the  Sun-  for  this  first  year.  Since  one  volun- 
and  attendance.  day  School  Department  of  MBCB  teer  will  be  assigned  to  each  par- 

Great  Commission  Breakthrough  and  coordinator  of  the  project  in  ticipating  church,  we  need  to 
was  created  by  the  Sunday  School  Mississippi.  recruit  more  churches  to  balance 

Board  of  the  Southern  Baptist  “Of  approximately  2,000  church-  (See  BREAKTHROUGH,  page  8) 


most  successful  ministries.  The 
educators’  fellowship  is  one  of  14 
under  the  Brotherhood  Commis¬ 
sion’s  NFBM  umbrella. 

Since  its  inception  four  years 
sorely  ago,  BookLink  has  shipped  59-599 
books,  tapes,  tracts,  and  other 
items  weighing  11.4  tons  to  five 
retired  ministers,  teachers,  mis-*  states  and  52  countries.  Estimated 
sionaries,  and  other  missions-  value  of  all  items  shipped  is 
minded  servants  who  would  share  $137,323. 

Clinton,  Gore  give  voters 
first  all-Baptist  ticket 

By  Greg  Warner 

LITTLE  ROCK,  Ark.  (ABP)  — 

By  choosing  Sea  A1  Gore  for  his 
running  mate,  presidential  candi¬ 
date  Bill  Clinton  apparently  has 
given  American  voters  their  first 
all-Baptist  ticket  for  the  nation’s 
two  highest  offices. 

Clinton,  the  governor  of 

Arkansas  who  is  set  to  receive  the  was  bom  in  Washington,  D.C.,  as 
Democratic  nomination  for  presi-  the  son  of  a  Tennessee  senator, 
dent  July  15,  announced  bis  but  the  family  home  is  in 
choice  of  Gore,  a  44-year-old  sen-  Carthage,  Term, 
ator  from  Tennessee,  in  a  press  Two  Southern  Baptists  have 
conference  at  the  governor’s  man-  served  as  president  —  Harry  Tru- 
sion  in  Little  Rock  July  9.  man  and  Jimmy  Carter.  But  nei- 

Both  Clinton,  46,  and  Gore,  44,  ther  had  a  Southern  Baptist  for 
are  members  of  Southern  Baptist  vice  president.  Although  research 

churches  and  have  made  no  secret  is  sketchy,  the  Clint on-Gore  tick-  | _  | _ 

of  their  faith.  The  Southern  Bap-  et  apparently  is  the  first  all-Bap-  (MBCB)  to  expand  the  program 
tist  Convention  is  the  nation  s  fist  tandem  to  seek  the  country’s  statewide, 
largest  Protestant  denomination  two  top  offices, 
with  about  15  million  members.  Warner  is  editor  of  Associated 
A  native  of  Hope,  Ark.,  Clinton  Baptist  Press.  will  work  on  a  larger  scale.  Focus- 

i  •  -pi  ing  on  the  Great  Commission  will 

Cooperative  X  rogram  result  in  reaching  more  people  and 

T  °  strengthening  discipleship,  which 

receipts  show  June  rise  Keith  Wilkinson,  director  of  the  J 

....  .  ,  ,  Sunday  School  Department  at  Mi 

Mississippi  Baptists  gave  that  given  in  the  same  period  of  MBCB. 

$1,858,553  through  the  Coopera-  1991.  ■  xhe  pilot  program  involved  // 

five  Program  in  June,  according  The  pro  rate  amount,  which  is  churches  from  north,  central,  // 
to  Bill  Causey,  executive  direc-  the  total  budget  of  $21,588,435,  2ml  south  Mississippi,  rang-  // 
tor-treasurer  of  the  Mississippi  divided  into  12  equal  parts,  is  jDg  jn  s,ze  from  70  to  600  M^" 
Baptist  Convention  Board  which  $1,799,036.  Based  on  the  pro  rata  0-001-  in  attendance  for  Sun-^™ 


Algerian  Christians  report  conversions 

ALGIERS,  Algeria  (EP) —  Algerian  Christians  are  reporting  numerous 
conversions  to  (nristianity  among  the  minority  Berber  people,  and,  to  a 
lesser  extent,  the  majority  Arab  population.  Baptist  Press  reported.  While 
Algerian  Christians  could  not  give  numbers  of  convetrioos,  they  said  they 
are  elased  over  the  growth.  Several  sources  confirmed  the  existence  of  a 
congregation  numbering  200.  The  Christians  attributed  die  growth  to  the 
spiritual  hunger  of  the  Algerians  arid  bold  evangelizing  by  Christians,  a 


Blakes  reach  youths  through 
music  at  Gulfshore  Assembly 


By  Tim  Nicholas  « 

Mack  and  Shayla  Blake  who  college  group.  is  called  “Daily  Graces,”  which 

led  music  during  Gulfshore ’s  “I  still  think  we  were  called  to  they  say  should  have  an  appeal 
Youth  Conferences,  taught  the  do  more  youth  things,”  says  to  a  wide  age  range, 
young  people  a  song  about  Gulf-  Mack.  Adds  Shayla,  “We  can  go  Shayla  had  been  heading 
shore.  Don’t  ask  what  lyncs  the  crazy  with  the  kids  and  the  next  toward  a  music  ministry  since 
kids  added  to  the  song.  You  day  do  a  church  concert  and  feel  her  youth.  “I  had  always  felt 
don’t  want  to  know.  But  the  kids  like  we’re  ministering  to  them.”  God  leading  me  toward  music,” 
seemed  to  love  the  music  led  by  Leading  music  takes  them  she  says.  “I  committed  myself  to 
the  Blakes.  And  when  it  was  away  from  home  about  one  week  full  time  Christian  service  when 
time  for  the  worship  time  to  get  a  month.  They  say  their  three-  I  was  young.” 
serious,  the  Blakes  led  the  and-a-half  year  old  daughter  They  met  at  student  week  at 
youths  in  that  direction.  Abigail  travels  well.  The  rest  of  Glorieta  Baptist  Conference 

Jim  Futral,  who  was  guest  the  time,  Mack  operates  Ameri-  Center  where  be  was  singing  in  a 
preacher  for  one  of  the  sessions,  can  Audio  Design,  where  he  premier  of  a  musical  and  she 
said  “That  week  they  (the  engineers  and  installs  sound  sys-  was  pianist  for  the  week.  They 
Blakes)  did  an  excellent  job  of  terns  for  auditoriums  and  worked  together  because ^he  had 
relating  to  the  young  people.”  churches,  and  she  teaches  pri-  arranged  some  of  the  music 
The  duo  have  been  coming  to  vate  piano  lessons.  Occasionally,  Mack  was  to  sing. 

Mississippi  off  and  on  since  they  are  called  on  to  lead  semi-  He  was  at  Louisiana  Tech 
1985  when  they  led  music  for  a  nars  on  contemporary  Christian  earning  a  math  degree  and  she 
BSU  convention  in  Oxford,  music.  was  at  Texas  Tech  University 

Most  of  their  work  is  with  the  “Luckily,  we  have  the  freedom  winding  up  with  a  master’s 
younger  crowd,  but  they  also  to  travel  when  we  need  to,”  said  degree  in  piano  performance, 
lead  music  for  revivals,  Mack.  “Most  of  Shayla’s  student  Dating  was  long  distance  —  600 

In  fact,  at  their  home  church,  go  to  our  church  and  they  under-  miles  —  for  two  years.  Surviv- 
Temple  Baptist  in  Ruston,  La.,  stand.”  ing  that,  they  married  and  are 

(their  pastor  is  former  Mississip-  The  Blakes  have  written  most  now  able  to  blend  their  musical 
pian  Robert  Magee)  the  Blakes  of  the  music  they  perform.  They  abilities  for  Christian  service, 
direct  music  for  the  adult  six  say  a  Southern  gospel  group  is  They  say  they  know  that  wor- 


Mack  and  Shayla  Blake  of  Ruston,  La.,  led  music  for  a  recent  Youth 
Conference  at  Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly. 


And  the  Blakes’  latest  recording  but  that  it  can  speak  to  all  peo- 

pie.  The  goal  of  an  evening  with 

the  Blakes  and  their  music  is, 
'.t,  -■  ;  according  to  them,  “Ultimately, 
10  bear  a  word  from  God." 


The  chains  of  habit  are  general¬ 
ly  too  small  to  be  felt  until  they  are 
too  strong  to  be  broken.  —  Samuel 
Johnson 


High  school  students  attending  a  Youth  Conference  at  Gulfshore  Baptist 
Assembly  sing  a  song  about  Gulfshore  which  was  led  by  conference 
music  leaders  Mack  and  Shayla  Blake  of  Ruston,  La. 

Partnership  agreement  finalized 
between  Mississippi  and  Alaska 

By  William  H.  Perkins  Jr. 

Details  of  a  proposed  three-  tive  director-treasurer  of  MBCB,  the  African  country  of  Zimbabwe 
year  partnership  mission  agree-  flew  to  Anchorage  in  late  May  of  (through  December  of  1994). 
ment  between  the  Mississippi  this  year  to  put  the  finishing  The  challenges  in  Alaska  are 
and  Alaska  Baptist  Conventions  touches  on  the  partnership  agree-  impressive,  but  Harrell  is  confi- 
have  been  finalized  and  will  be  ment  with  Bill  Duncan,  execu-  dent  that  Mississippi  Baptists  are 
submitted  for  approval  when  the  tive  director,  and  J.D.  Back,  state  capable  of  meeting  those  chal- 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  missions  director,  of  the  Alaska  lenges  in  the  1993-95  time  frame 
meets  in  Jackson  in  November  of  Baptist  Convention.  of  the  agreement, 

this  year,  according  to  the  coor-  The  goals  of  the  partnership,  as  “The  magnitude  of  the  task  is 
dinator  of  the  project.  -  listed  in  the  agreement,  call  for  enormous.  In  the  past  21  months, 

Paul  Harrell,  director  of  the  evangelistic  outreach,  leadership  60%  of  the  churches  have  had 
Brotherhood  Department  of  the  development  through  Sunday  turnover  in  pastoral  leadership. 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Schools  and  discipleship  train-  They  have  a  desire  to  identify 
Board  (MBCB),  said  the  sweep-  ing,  construction  projects,  and  with  models  of  Christian  leader- 
ing  agreement,  which  was  devel-  fellowship.  ship  in  a  strong,  mainline  South- 

oped  over  the  past  12  months,  “The  partnership  will  require  ern  Baptist  state  like  Mississip- 
will  provide  a  much-needed  bond  broad  based  support  from  all  pi,”  Harrell  said, 
between  the  62  Baptist  churches  Mississippi  Baptists  and^their  Persons  and  organizations 
in  Alaska  and  one  of  the  organizations  if  we  are  to  be  sue-  interested  in  more  information  on 
strongest  state  organizations  in  cessful.  As  one  example,  under  the  Mississippi/Alaska  Partner- 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  the  goal  of  evangelistic  outreach,  ship  Mission  Agreement  can 
“The  Alaskans  need  to  feel  the  Evangelism  Department  of  contact  the  MBCB  Brotherhood 
strong  support  from  Baptists  in  MBCB  has  taken  on  the  respon-  Department  at  (601)  968-3800, 
the  lower  48  states.  There  are  sibility  of  enlisting  evangelists  ext.  3934. 
several  Mississippians  serving  as  and  revival  teams  for  simultane- 

pastors  in  Alaska  churches,  ous  revivals  in  Alaska,”  Hrurell  _ 

which  range  from  house  church-  said. 

es  in  smaller  areas  to  modern.  Other  Mississippi  partnership  Some  scholars  believe  Jesus 

agreements  Currently  in  effect  was  5'6"  —  four  inches  taller  than 
include  the  dtate  of  HfinOiS  the  average  Middle  Eastern  male 


Bible  Study  leader  for  a  session  was  Jim  Futral,  pastor  of  Broadmoor 
Chruch,  Jackson.  With  him  are  Troy  Peters,  12,  and  Chris  Bass,  12,  both 
of  Harrisburg  Church,  Tupelo.  Futral  told  youths  that  they  need  to  be  pre¬ 
pared  for  the  decisions  they  have  to  make  in  life.  He  said  to  “use  your 
brain  and  think  through  what  God  wants  you  to  do.”  He  said  to  listen  to 
“your  longings  as  God  directs  you  step  by  step,”  and  to  count  on  the  fact 
that  “God  will  speak  to  you.” 

McCoury,  Barbour  will  lead 
school  for  pastors,  wives 

D.  G.  McCoury  part-time  con-  tor’s  Role,”  “Influences  on  the  Pas- 
sultant  in  the  pastoral  lead-  tor’s  Leadership,”  “The  Pastor’s 
ership/ administration  section  of  Role  as  a  Church  Growth  Leader,” 
the  Church  Administration  Depart-  and  “Ten  Fatal  Errors  in  Leader- 
ment,  Baptist  Sunday  School  ship.”  Harbour  will  teach  the  1993 
Board,  Southern  Baptist  Conven-  January  Bible  Study  Preview  on  the 
don,  and  Brian  Harbour,  pastor  of  book  of  Matthew  (Chapters  5-7). 
Hrst  Baptist  Church,  Richardson,  All  sessions  will  be  repeated, 
Texas,  will  be  session  leaders  at  enabling  pastors  to  participate  in 
the  third  annual  School  for  Pastors  both  studies.  For  more  in  form  a- 
and  wives  at  Mississippi  College,  tion,  call  or  write  the  Office  of 
Aug.  6-7.  Continuing  Education,  Box  4185, 

McCoury  will  lead  sessions  on  Clinton,  MS  39058  (601-925- 
“Paatoring  the  Church;,  OJK&fcu  383&  littlh  UitW  i  AM*  Mj  MMJ*. 


larger  cities,”  he  sai  _ _ 

Harrell  and  Bill  Cadsey,  ekfectf-1  (thfough  December  of 


New  Orleans  Seminary 
starts  associate  degree 
program  in  Jackson 

New  Orleans  Seminary’s  exten-  '  Registration  will  be  at  1  p.m., 
sion  oenter  for  the  associate  degree  Aug.  24,  at  Broadmoor  Church, 
program,  which  formerly  met  at  Classes,  which  will  extend  over 
Clarice  College,  Newton,  will  now  the  16- week  semester,  will  meet 
meet  at  Broadmoor  Church,  Jack-  Mondays,  Aug.  24  through  Dec. 
son,  beginning  in  August  14,  at  the  church. 

The  purpose  of  the  associate  Courses  offered  during  Semester 
degree  off-campus  program  of  I  will  be  “Principles  of  Church 
NOBTS  in  Jackson  is  to  provide  Growth”  (1-3:30  p.m.),  taught  by 
quality,  accredited  theological  Chester  Vaughn,  instructor  in 
education  for  pastors,  other  staff  Christian  Education  at  NOBTS; 
members,  and  interested  lay  lead-  and  “Introduction  to  Psychology” 
ers  age  25  or  older  with  a  high  (4-6:30  p.m.),  taught  by  C.  Perry 
school  diplopia  or  its  equivalen-  Sanderford,  family  counselor  for 


The  associate  degree  is  fully  For  more  information,  contact 
accredited  by  the  Southern  Associ-  Fuller  B-  Saunders,  local  director, 
anon  of  Colleges  and  Schools.  at  (601)  957-2670. 

Churches  must  address 
today’s  dysfunctions 

By  Linda  Lawson 

GLORIETA,  N.M.  (BP)  —  If  He  cited  statistics  to  illustrate  the 
Southern  Baptist  churches  hope  to  multitudes  of  Americans  struggling 
be  relevant  to  needs  of  their  mem-  to  survive  day  by  day.  For  example, 
beis  and  people  in  their  communi-  one  in  three  girls  and  one  in  four 
ties,  they  must  address  abuse,  alco-  boys  will  be  sexually  abused  by  age 
holism,  workaholism,  divorce,  eat-  18.  Suicide  is  the  third-highest 
mg  disorders,  codependency,  and  killer  of  teen-agers.  Incest  touches 
many  other  dysfunctions  common  one  in  five  Americans.  Eleven  mil- 
in  today  s  society.  lion  Americans  are  alcoholics  and 

t,  worid  we  Uve  toeir  addiction  impacts  26  million 

I  m  afraid  we’re  not  seeing  people  family  members.  Baby  boomers  are 
as  Jesus  saw  them,”  Roy  Edgemon,  10  times  more  likely  than  their  par- 
director  of  the  Baptist  Sunday  ents  to  be  treated  for  depression. 
School  Board’s  Discipleship  Train-  One  in  four  children  lives  in  a  sin- 
mg  Department  told  a  group  of  pas-  gle-parent  home. 
t<Ms  attending  the  July  4-10  Disci-  Divorce  recovery,  grief  recovery, 
pleship  Training  Leadership  Con-  codependency,  parents  of  prodigal 


Camp  Garaywa  1992  summer  staff 


applications,  interviews,  orientations,  and  training  to  (Pelahatchie-MSU),  Robin  Garrett  (Terry-Hinds)  Lesa 
be  counselors  for  2,500  GAs.  Theme  is  “Will  You  Be  Hammond  (Terry-USM),  Shannon  Bowen  (Eupora- 
theOne...  Neighborhood  Needs,  Neighborhood  Wood),  Linda  Henley  (Hickory-MC);  third  row;  Paula 
Deeds.  The  staff  has  been  implementing  and  empha-  Albritton  (Vicksburg-MC),  KelKr  Keyes  (Laurel-Jones) 
sizing  the  characteristics  of  God  to  prepare  and  to  Net  Carter  (Morton-East  Central),  Kelli  O'Brien  (Lexina- 
chaHenge  each  camper  to  “Be  the  One*  he  needs  them  ton-Delta  State),  Stephanie  Engle  (Lumberton-Pearl 
to  be  in  their  own  families  and  neighborhoods.  They  River),  Penny  Donald  (Pearl-Delta  State).  Laura 
?I*^f[Pn!.«(TvPeniy,  Kin°  (w«$son-CoLin),  Debbie*  Eubanks  (Leakesville-Jones),  Rhoda  Patterson  (Wes- 
KfCabe  (Vicksburg-Hinds),  candy  Akins  (Canton-Ole  son-CoLin),  Nicki  Reed  (Columbus-MUW),  Helen  Hog- 
Miss),  Anna  Cheatham  (Madison-MSU),  Courtney  gatt  Price  (Camp  Director);  fourth  row:  Tonya  Williams 
Hess  (Vicksburg-MC),  Ellen  Smith  (Greenville-Delta  (Hattiesburg-La  Tech),  Jennifer  Vickery  (Gulfport-Mill- 
SSyUlftitt  ?^rsp.n- . < !5,' 1  "I* c h ae  1  - H Olm 0S),  Mai>  saps),  Cindy  Edwards  [Red  Banks-Ole  Miss),  Wendy 

McKay  (Columbus-MSU);  and  top:  Tracey  Smith 
(Summit-Southwest). 


State).  . . . 

Kraft  (McComb-MC),  Melanie  Bridges  (Stewarf-MSU 
Dawn  Kelly  (Mendenhall-MC),  Pam  Coghlan  (Laurel 

Cornerstone  magazine  says  it 
finds  Mike  Warnke’s  story  untrue 

CfflCAGO,  m.  (EP)  —  Christ-  made  about  himself.”  ing  from  Divorce.  “Many  people 

tan  comedian  Mike  Warnke’s  They  conclude,  “Mike  has  don’t  realize  that  this  is  Mike 
book  Satan  Seller  opened  Chris-  sinned  against  the  public  for  years,  Warnke’s  third  divorce,  and  that 
tians  eyes  to  the  worid  of  Satanic  and  the  public  is  entitled  to  know  he’s  already  married  for  the  fourth 
rituals,  orgies,  and  drag  abuse.  But  the  truth  about  his  claims  and  time,”  said  Trott.  The  Cornerstone 
accordmg  to  an  investigation  by  actions.”  editors  confronted  Warlike  at  CBA 

the  Christian  magazine  Corner-  As  for  the  dates  Wamke  claims  and  questioned  him,  but  he  refused 
stone,  the  book  should  be  removed  to  have  been  involved  in  satanism,  to  comment, 
from  the  biography  section  of  said  Hertenstein:  “Wamke  gives 
Christian  bookstores,  and  re-  just  enough  information  to  paint 
shelved  as  fiction.  himself  into  a  comer.  When  you 

Senior  editors  Joh  Trott  and  put  his  story  against  a  real  calen- 
Mike  Hertenstein  probed  dar,  you  see  it’s  impossible  for 
Wamke  s  claims  about  his  life  and  him  to  have  done  the  things  he’s 
found  many  inconsistencies.  In  the  claimed.” 
cover  story  of  the  July-August  92  The  Cornerstone  investigation 

issue  of  Cornerstone,  they  write,  found  that  even  after  becoming  a  only  1 14  col 
After  our  lengthy  investigation  noted  Christian  speaker  and  in  the  natior 
into  his  background,  we  found  dis-  author,  Wamke  continued  to  be  1992  Honor 
crepancies  that  raise  serious  involved  in  drinking,  sexual  prise  Teachi 
doubts  about  the  trustworthiness  of  immorality,  and  domestic  abuse,  the  John  Te 
Ins  testimony.  We  have  uncovered  “The  evidence  we’ve  found  con-  and  conduct* 
significant  evidence  contradicting  ceming  Mike  Wamke ’s  personal  forEconomi< 
his  alleged  Satanic  activity.  His  behavior  raises  unavoidable  ques-  The  honor 
testimony  contains  major  conflicts  tionsHfetJUt  his  qualifications  as  a  polling  of  p 
from  book  to  book  and  tape  to  minister  of  the  gospel,”  said  Trott.  academic  ol 
book,  it  contains  significant  inter-  Trott  and  Hertenstein  traveled  to  colleges  and 
nal  problems,  and  it  doesn’t  square  Dallas  for  the  Christian  Book-  out  the  Unite 
with  (mown  external  times  and  sellers  Association  (CBA)  conven-  schools  that  I 
events.  Anther,  we  have  documen-  don,  where  Mike  and  his  ex-wife  commitmen 
tation  and  eyewitness  testimony  Rose  are  announcing  the  publics-  Western  pol 
that  contradict  the  claims  he  has  don  of  their  new  book.  Recover-  philosophies 


MC  named 
to  honor  roll 


♦ 
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Faces  and  places 


by  Anne  Washburn  McWilliams 


“  Supreme  Cpurt  bans 
graduation  prayers 


Every  day  seems  like  Saturday 


June  2  —  Little  girls  in  pink 
caps  and  gowns  and  little  boys  in 
blue  graduated  from  kindergarten 
in  Hogansville,  Ga.  My  great- 
niece,  5,  stepped  up  to  the  micro¬ 
phone  and  said,  “I’m  fine  —  oops 
—  my  name  is  Holly  Hendrix,  and 
I’m  fine.  Hickory  dickory  dock, 
the  mouse  ran  up  the  clock....” 
One  boy  got  his  tickle  box  over¬ 
turned  and  brought  the  house 
down  before  he  could  finish  his 
speech.  A  girl  who  had  to  wait,  all 
nerves,  until  almost  last  to  recite, 
walked  to  the  front,  placed  her 
hands  over  her  face,  and  burst  into 
tears. 

At  the  end  of  the  ceremony,  they 
tossed  their  caps  into  the  air.  If  I 
had  a  cap,  that’s  what  I’d  do  to 
celebrate  retirement,  for  every  day 
seems  like  Saturday,  or  Sunday! 

Jane  5  —  How  strange  to  see  a 
matinee  movie  in  midweek! 

Jane  7  —  I  heard  Jay  Richard¬ 
son  preach  at  Morrison  Heights’ 
morning  service;  Dr.  Ken  was  in 
Indianapolis  for  the  SBC. 

Jane  11  —  W.  D.  moved  the 
whole  wood  pile  in  the  carport  so 
we  could  paint  the  wall  behind  it 
Now  why  did  we  not  paint  it  last 
winter  before  we  bought  the  wood? 

Jane  13  —  Magnificent  day  for 
a  wedding:  Bow  mar  Avenue 
Church  in  Vicksburg  and  the 
bridesauuds’  red  satin  dresses 
glowed  in  the  light  of  dozens  of 
candles.  At  3  p.m.  Tim  Young 
married  Tammy  Hutchinson.  Tim 
is  the  son  of  James  and  Guinevere 
Young,  missionaries  to  Bangladesh. 
James  performed  the  ceremony. 
Tim ’8  sister,  Jamie,  was  a  brides¬ 


maid.  Philip  Thurman,  son  of  Tom 
and  Gloria  Thurman,  missionaries 
to  Bangladesh,  was  best  man. 
Among  guests  I  saw  were  James 
and  Betty  McKinley,  missionaries 
I  had  met  in  Dhaka,  and  their 
daughter  Jill.  Tim  is  in  law  school 
and  Tammy  is  in  med  school  in 
Jackson. 

Jane  15  —  Usually  I  get  up  at  6, 
but  this  morning  I  had  a  headache, 
and  went  back  to  bed.  Next  thing  I 
knew  it  was  9  o'clock.  On  a  Mon¬ 
day  morning!  What  a  luxury. 

Jane  16  —  My  friend  who  is  a 
consultant  for  Wycliffe  Translators 
arrived  to  stay  until  Saturday.  I 
cooked  supper  for  her,  but  she  got 
sick  enroute  and  arrived  too  late  to 
eat  I  prepared  refreshments  for  the 
Sunday  School  class  meeting 
scheduled  at  my  house  tonight;  no 
one  came,  so  I  had  a  self-pity 
party. 

Jane  22  —  After  six  months  of 
dreaming  about  it  I  made  it  to  the 
state  park  on  Yocona  Ridge  at 
Enid,  my  favorite  spot  for  camp¬ 
ing.  Weather  was  ideal,  near  50 
tonight  we  even  needed  a  blanket 

Jane  23  —  Wonderfully  restful 
day:  reading,  walking,  beginning  a 
jigsaw  puzrie,  swimming,  cooking 
bacon  outdoors....  I  struck  up  a 
conversation  with  the  two  black 
men  picking  up  litter  at  campsites. 
One,  who  told  me  he’s  a  Baptist 
preacher,  said  denominations  don’t 
matter  —  “‘Ye  must  be  bom 
again.’  That’s  what’s  important 
Anther,  he  said  we  need  to  talk  to 
God  while  we  are  healthy.  Then, 
like  Heaekiah,  we  can  call  on  him 
with  confidence  when  we  get  sick. 


My  hike  was  a  nervous  one 
because  as  I  started  out  W.  D. 
warned,  “Be  careful.  There  are  lots 
of  rattlesnakes  in  this  part  of  the 
state.” 

-Two  youth  leaders  at  Vaiden 
Church,  Regine  Ingram  and  Anna 
Frances  Havens,  asked  us  to  help 
with  their  treasure  hunt  They  and 
21  youths  from  their  church  and 
two  other  leaders,  Mark  .Havens 
and  Donald  Cooke,  were  at  the 
park  on  “a  fun  trip.”  Tonight  the 
youths  were  given  a  due  to  search 
for  “McWilliamses  in  a  pop-up.” 
If  they  sang  “Zacchaeus  was  a  wee 
little  man,”  I  could  give  them  a 
doe  to  send  them  to  the  washate- 
ria.  The  due  said,  “The  place  is  — 

- .  -  is  what 

cheerleaders  do.” 

Jane  23  —  I  reviewed  die  June 
Open  Windows  devotionals  by 
Harold  Dye.  He  is  one  of  my 
favorite  writers,  and  I  truly  was 
sorry  to  hear  of  his  death  earlier 
this  year. 

Every  day  in  this  fast  month  of 
retirement  has  seemed  like  Satur¬ 
day.  If  I  continue  to  treat  every 
day  like  a  “free  day,”  I’m  afraid 
I’ll  waste  a  lot  of  time. 

Right  away  I  mast  list  some 
goals  and  draw  up  some  daily 
schedules  —  not  too  rigid,  but 
then  not  too  easy  either.  I  know  I 
must  let  the  Lord  help  me  with  the 
planning,  and  leave  space  for  his 


n  surprises. 
Dye’s 


_  j’s  advice:  “Pray  that  you 
will  dedicate  all  your  days  to 
God....  Pray  that  you  shall  so  live 
that  every  precious  moment  will 
count  for  God.” 


BJC,  CLC  offer  varying  views 
of  commencement  prayer  ruling 


WASHINGTON  (ABP)  —  Dif¬ 
ferences  between  die  Baptist  Joint 
Committee  and  Christian  Life 
Commission  came  into  clearer 
focus  as  spokesmen  for  each 
agency  responded  to  the  U.S. 
Supreme  Court’s  June  24  decision 
barring  prayers  by  clergy  at  public 
school  graduation  ceremonies. 

Southern  Baptist  conservatives, 
who  now  control  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  political  process,  long  had 
criticized  the  Baptist  Joint  Commit¬ 
tee  for  its  stand  against  govern¬ 
ment-sponsored  school  prayer. 
Because  of  that  and  other  concerns, 
the  SBC  recently  cut  its  longstand¬ 
ing  ties  with  the  religious-liberty 
coalition  and  gave  a  new  religious 
liberty  assignment  to  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  Christian  Life  Commission. 

As  the  Supreme  Court  considered 
the  Lee  vs.  Weisman  case,  the  CLC 
used  its  new  position  to  do  what  the 
Joint  Committee  never  would — 
publicly  take  up  the  fight  for 
school-sponsored  prayer.  The  CLC 
filed  a  brief  asking  the  court  to 


uphold  the  Providence,  RX,  school 
district’s  commencement  prayers 
and  adopt  a  new  standard  that 
would  allow  government  to  sponsor 
religious  practice  as  long  as  coer¬ 
cion  is  not  involved. 

The  Baptist  Joint  Committee 
joined  a  coalition  in  a  brief  urging 
the  court  to  maintain  the  principle 
of  government  neutrality  embodied 
in  the  so-called  Lemon  test  That 
brief  opposed  the  school-sponsored 
prayer  found  in  the  Lee  vs.  Weis¬ 
man  case  but  not  every  conceivable 
type  of  school  prayer. 

Not  surprisingly,  the  high  court’s 
5-4  decision  once  again  prohibiting 
government-sponsored  prayers  in 
public  schools  drew  sharply  differ¬ 
ent  appraisals  from  the  two  agen¬ 
cies. 

Spokesmen  for  the  Baptist  Joint 
Committee  generally  were  pleased 
with  the  decision,  claiming 
“watered-down,  lowest-common- 
denominator,  state-sponsored  reli¬ 
gion  is  worse  than  worthless.” 
Spokesmen  for  the  CLC  criticized 


WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (EP)  — 
In  a  controversial'  opinion 
released  June  24,  a  deeply  divided 
U.S.  Supreme  Court  ruled  that 
prayers  at  public  school  gradua¬ 
tion  ceremonies  violate  the  U.S. 
Constitution.  The  Court  voted  5-4 
against  nondenominational  invo¬ 
cations  and  benedictions  at  com¬ 
mencement  exercises. 

The  decision  came  in  Lee  v. 
Weisman,  a  case  from  Provi¬ 
dence,  Rhode  Island,  brought  by 
parents  who  opposed  the  tradi¬ 
tional  invocation  at  a  public 
school  commencement  exercise. 

“This  court  is  not  as  conserva¬ 
tive  as  everyone  seems  to  think,” 
said  Robert  K.  Skolrood,  execu¬ 
tive  director  of  the  National  Legal 
Foundation.  “The  decision  has  lit¬ 
tle  to  do  with  government  neutral¬ 
ity  toward  religion,  but  overt  hos¬ 
tility  toward  faith,  which  die  Con¬ 
stitution  plainly  forbids.  This  rul¬ 
ing  ignores  the  beauty,  plurality, 
and  diversity  of  the  religious 
beliefs  of  the  American  people. 
Now,  students  will  be  forced  to 
sit  through  an  exercise  that  has 
been  homogenized  and  sanitized 
of  all  religious  influence  by  an 
over-zealous  Supreme  Court 

Skolrood  continued,  “It  is  ironic 
that  the  Justices,  only  moments 
before  issuing  this  opinion,  them¬ 
selves  opened  with  the  invoca¬ 
tion.  ‘God  save  the  United  States 
and  this  honorable  Court!  ’” 

In  a  brief  filed  in  the  case,  the 
National  Legal  Foundation  said 


graduation  prayers  are  no  differ¬ 
ent  from  other  forms  of  public 
religious  expression  that  have 
been  upheld  by  the  Court  In  the 
1952  case  Zorach  v.  Clauson,  the 
court  ruled,  “Prayers  in  our  leg¬ 
islative  halls;  the  appeals  to  the 
Almighty  in  the  messages  of  the 
Chief  Executive;  the  proclama¬ 
tions  making  Thanksgiving  Day  a 
holiday;  ‘so  help  me  God’  in  our 
courtroom  oaths  —  these  and  all 
other  references  to  the  Almighty 
that  run  through  our  laws,  our 
public  rituals,  our  ceremonies... 
(bave  never  been  held  as)  flount- 
ing  the  First  Amendment.” 

Skolrood  called  the  Court’s  rul¬ 
ing  in  the  graduation  prayers  case 
“a  radical  departure  from  the 
Supreme  Court’s  historic  commit¬ 
ment  to  accommodation  of  reli¬ 
gion  in  public  life.” 

.  Donald  Wridmon,  president  of 
the  American  Family  Association, 
also  blasted  die  ruling.  “Today’s 
decision  is  a  new  low  in  this 
country’s  spiritual  decline,”  he 
said.  “The  public  schools  are 
handing  out  condoms  to  12-year- 
olds,  teaching  children  that  homo¬ 
sexual  sex  acts  are  just  fine,  and 
that  pregnant  students  can  obtain 
abortions  on  demand  without 
notifying  their  parents.  But  now  if 
a  school  allows  a  three-second 
nondenominational  prayer  at 
graduation,  the  federal  courts  will 
censor  the  clergyman  and  impose 
sanctions  on  the  school.  This  is 
absurd.” 


Association  confirms 
Graham  has  Parkinson’s 


By  Art  Toalstoa 


the  decision  as  “outrageous”  and 
further  evidence  of  America’s  slide 

irVn  gfnilarbpn 

“I  sympathize  with  those  who  see 
in  this  decision  the  awesome 
specter  of  religion  being  banned 
from  public  lire,”  said  James  M. 
Dunn,  executive  director  of  the 
Baptist  Joint  Committee.  “Howev¬ 
er,  I  cannot  imagine  why  anyone 
would  defend  rituals  that  divide, 
trivialize,  and  balkanize.  I  don’t 
hanker  to  protect  and  perpetuate 
‘non- religious  prayers.’  What  an 
oxymoron!” 

CLC  Executive  Director  Richard 
D.  Land  called  the  high  court’s 
decision  “outrageous”  and  said  it 
“is  one  more  giant  step  in  the 
encroachment  of  the  secular  state 
upon  a  religiously  pluralistic  soci¬ 
ety.  Once  again,  the  Court  has  coo- 
fused  secularism  with  religious  plu¬ 
ralism.”  Land  pledged  to  “continue 
to  fight  for  the  freedom  for  reli¬ 
gious  expression  guaranteed  by  the 
First  Amendment  to  the  Constitu¬ 
tion  until  we  prevail.'’ 


MINNEAPOLIS  (BP)  —  Billy 
Graham  is  “in  the  early  stages  of 
Parkinson’s  disease,”  according  to 
a  statement  released  by  the  Billy 
Graham  Evangelistic  Association 
JuN  2. 

The  statement  was  a  response  to 
an  article  that  day  on  Graham’s 
health  in  the  Charlotte  (N.C.) 
Observer,  said  the  evangelist’s 
media  relations  director,  A.  Larry 
Ross. 

The  BGEA  statement  said  Gra- 
□am,  15,  reamed  about  tnree  years 
ago  be  is  in  the  early  stages  of 
Parkinson's  during  a  routine  check¬ 
up  at  the  Mayo  Chose. 

“His  early  manifestations  were  a 
mild  tremor  that  causes  difficulty 
in  handwriting  and  some  difficulty 


in  gait  and  in  descending  steps 
without  a  rail,”  the  statement 
noted.  “Both  symptoms  improved 
significantly  with  a  modest 
amount  of  medication.  Otherwise, 
he  is  in  excellent  health  and  will 
continue  his  normal  activities, 
such  as  crusades  and  writing,  for 
the  foreseeable  future. 

Graham  “is  determined  to  give 
his  crusades  first  priority  in  the 
next  year  with  meetings  planned  in 
Portland  in  September,  Moscow  in 
October,  and  Germany  in  May 
1993  —  which  will  be  extended  by 
satellite  throughout  Europe,”  the 
statement  said.  “He  is  also  focus¬ 
ing  his  attention  on  completing  his 
memoirs.” 

Toaiston  writes  far  BP. 


Conference  of  blind  canceled 
because  of  low  registration 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  A  nation¬ 
al  meeting  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Conference  of  the  Blind  Aug.  14- 
16  in  Nashville  has  been  canceled, 
according  to  the  organization’s 

E resident,  Charles  Couey  of 
fashville. 

Low  registration,  Couey  specu¬ 


lated,  may  have  been  caused  by 
the  nation’s  sluggish  economy. 

Couey  said  he  hopes  the  confer¬ 
ence  will  hold  a  meeting  by  next 
spring  to  increase  involvement  of 
an  estimated  45,000  visually 
impaired  Southern  Baptists  in  SBC 
affairs. 


to  the  BAPTIST  RECORD,  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


When  My 
Magnolia 
Tree 
Stops 
Blooming 


LEAD  ON  AT  ASSOCIATIONAL  OFFICERS  TRAINING 

V  With  a  Servant  Heart 


NEW! 


With  a  Servant  Heart: 
Perspectives  on  Women  in 
Leadership 

by  Bobbie  Patterson,  Beverly  Sutton,  Barbara 
Cumutt,  Katherine  Bryan,  Susan  Shaw, 
Barbara  Joiner 

Offers  insights  from  six  women  whose  lead¬ 
ership  styles  vary  as  widely  as  their  life  situa¬ 
tions.  Based  on  the  premise  that  every  Chris¬ 
tian  woman  ought  to  be  a  leader  in  her  own 
sphere  of  influence.  With  a  Servant  Heart 
includes  chapters  on  image  of  a  leader,  styles 
of  leadership,  and  nurturing  future  leaders.  It 
also  offers  biblical  understanding  of  servant 
leadership  as  well  as  practical  helps  for 
women  who  lead. 


If  you  missed  the  Associa-  r^X 
tional  Officers  Training  confer- 
ences  at  Camp  Garaywaln  April,  \  gg 
or  even'  if  didn't;  you  don’t 
want  to  miss  the  AOT  in  August.  j 

There  will  be  conferences  for 
all  associational  WMU  Leadership;  WMU, 
Baptist  Women,  Baptist  Young  Women, 
Acteens,  GAs  and  Mission  Friends. 

A  very  special  Extra  Conference  will 
be  featured  at  AOT  in  August.  Our  new 
theme  book.  With  a  Servant  Heart,  will 
be  taught  at  each  place.  Jane  Allison  of 
Hattiesburg  will  teach  the  book  at  Brandon 
and  Columbia,  and  Gretta  Lloyd  of 
Starkville  will  teach  at  Winona  and  Oxford. 


A  Check  the  following  schedule 
|  for  a  location  convenient  for  you: 

jB  J  V  August  22,  9:00-noon  (no  lunch 
served)  FBC,  Oxford 

▼  August  24,  5:45-9:15  p.m.  (supper 

served)  FBC,  Brandon 

▼  August  25,  5.45-9:15  p.m.  (supper 

served)  FBC,  Winona 

V  August  27,  5:45-9:15  p.m.  (supper 
served)  FBC,  Columbia 


Marjeon  Patterson 


The  month  of  May  and  the  first  part  of 
June  each  year  provide  all  of  us  in  Mis¬ 
sissippi  with  a  lovely  experience  -  watching  our 
magnolia  trees  bloom!  Now,  I  know  all  the  com¬ 
plaints  about  how  much  trouble  magnolia  trees  are 
when  it  comes  to  raking  the  leaves.  Actually,  1 
don't  mind  raking  the  leaves  because  the  experi¬ 
ence  of  enjoying  the  blossoms  has  been  so  won¬ 
derful. 

Outside  the  west  window  of  my  office  at  the 
Baptist  Building  is  a  grand  magnolia.  Over  the 
past  21  years  I’ve  been  privileged  to  sit  in  this  par¬ 
ticular  office,  I  have  watched  the  growth  of  MY 
tree.  At  first,  the  top  of  the  tree  ,was  two  stories 
underneath  my  window.  There  were  years  when  1 
could  just  look  do wt^  into  the  top  of  MY  magnolia 
and  feel  that  only  God  and  I  ever  saw  the  porfect, 
creamy  blossoms.  Now,  the  tree  has  grown  until 
its  top  branches  are  right  outside  my  fourth  floor 
office  windcriv.  ’ 

Recently,  I  thought  about  how  ending  a 
church  year  in  WMU  might  be  compared  to  MY 
magnolia  tree.  “Raking  the  leaves”  might  take  a 
bttle  time  and  effort,  but  my,  hasn’t  the  blossom¬ 
ing  season  been  great! 

Sure,  there  are  year-end  reports  to  be  made,  a 
new  slate  of  WMU  leaders  to  be  secured,  children 
to  be  promoted  from  one  age-level  organization  to 
another,  church  facilities  and  meeting  times  to  be 
worked  out;  on  and  on  it  goes.  But  the  joy  of  what 
has  been  accomplished  for  the  Lord  this  year  and 
the  eager  anticipation  of  what  He  will  lead  us  to 
do  during  the  coming  year  causes  the  myriad 
details  to  become  insignificant. 

1  believe  all  of  us  in  Mississippi  WMU  orga¬ 
nizations  have  been  challenged  anew  during  1991- 
1992  as  we  have  remembered  that  we  truly  are 
CALLED  AND  ACCOUNTABLE.  We  have 
learned,  and  are  still  in  the  process  of  learning,  that 
we  must  respond  to  God's  call  to  us  and  that  we 
are  to  be  His  accountable  stewards.  We  have  tried 
to  become  more  sensitive  to  a  lost  and  hurting 
world.  We  are  trying  to  be  witnesses  to  the  lost 
and  to  minister  to  persons  with  all  kinds  of  hurts. 
We  are  increasing  our  organizations  in  quality  and 
quantity  and  we  are  seeking  to  be  a  catalyst  to  help 
church  members  act  on  the  leadership  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  in  fulfilling  the  Great  Commission. 

Though  my  favorite  tree  has  bloomed  out  for 
this  year,  I  know  that  in  May  of  1993,  I'll  be  able 
to  once  again  enjoy  one  of  God's  special  gifts  to 
me.  And,  I  know  that  as  we  wind  down  one 
church  year  and  prepare  for  a  new  one,  we’ll  be 
glad  that  we  have  been  CALLED  AND 
ACCOUNTABLE  and  just  as  glad  and  happy  as 
we  consider  our  1992-1993  theme,  LEAD  ON! 


Lead  On! 


LEAD  ON  IN  CHURCH 
LEADERSHIP  TRAINING 

“Be  determined  and  confident,  for  you  will  be  the  leader  of  these 
people  as  they  occupy  this  land.  ”  Joshua  1:6a 


In  Leadership 
Training!  i 


FBC  Oxford 


You  will  be  determined  and  confident  church  leadership,  when  you 
attend  Church  Leadership  Training  (CLT)  at  Camp  Garaywa  or  “Garay- 
wa  on  the  Road”  conferences  in  August. 

We  have  assembled  the  finest  WMU  conference  leaders  from 
across  the  state  of  Mississippi  to  prepare  you  for  your  leadership  posi¬ 
tion  in  the  WMU  of  your  church  for  the  1992-1993  year.  These  teams  of 
age  level  leaders  will  be  training  leaders  at  Camp  Garaywa  and  at  eight 
other  locations  around  the  state  so  that  all  churches  can  find  a  location 
that  will  be  convenient  for  them. 

Set  aside  one  of  the  following  dates  now  to  come  and  be  the  leader 
that  God  has  called  you  to  be  in  your  area  of  service. 

CAMP  GARAYWA  GARAYWA  ON  THE  ROAD 

August  10;  6:30  p.m.  -  9:00p.m.  *  August  14;  9:30  a.m.  -  2-30  p.m. 

August  1 1;  9:30  a.m.  -  2-30  p.m.  '  FBOIndianola,  FBC  West  Point 
6:30  p.m.  -  9-00  p.m.  FBC  Newton,  FBC  Gautier 

August  12;  9:3  a.m.  -  2:30  p.m. 

GARAYWA  ON  THE  ROAD 
GARAYWA  ON  THE  ROAD  August  13;  9:30  a.m.  -  2:30  p.m. 

August  13;  6:30  p.m.  -  9:00  p  m.  FBC  Batesville,  FBC  Baldwyn 

FBC  Indianola,  West  End,  West  Point;  FBC  Brookhaven;  Immanuel,  Hatties 
FBC  Newton,  FBC  Gautier  burg 


t  Church  Leader 
Training 


V  Associational, 
Leader Tnairifclg 

•Fr  cibsrn 


TEAM  2 

West  Point/Baldwyn 


TEAM  3 

Newton/Brookhaven 


TEAM  1 

lndianola/Batesville 


GARAYWA 


Marjorie  Kelly 
Sandra  Nash 
Betty  Dobbs  , 
Vicki  Heath 
Holly  Redford 
Diane  White 
Barbara  Wilkinson 
Rhonda  Smith 


nu  VI  LEAD  ON  IN 
STATE  MISSION  OFFERING 


The  Student  Work  department  over¬ 
sees  the  work  done  on  college  campuses 
with  Black  BSUs. 

The  Brotherhood  Department  sponsors 
the  camping  and  retreat  ministry  of  Central 
Hills  Baptist  Retreat  and  the  emergency  aid 
given  through  the  Disaster 
Relief  program. 

^  The  Woman’s  Mis- 
\  sionary  Union  sponsors 
^  women’s  training  with 
||Mjm  /  National  Baptists,  Indian 
BBp^r  s'  Work,  provides  thousands 
&  )  of  Acteens  and  GAs  with 

experiences  at  Camp  Garay- 
wa  and  Missions  Awareness,  the  education 
program  for  this  mission  offering. 

Just  as  Foreign  and  Home  missionaries 
depend  on  us  for  support,  those  who  serve 
here  in  our  state  depend  on  us  to  give  them 
the  support  they  need  to  bring  Mississippi 
to  Jesus.  Practically  all  of  us  have  been 
touched  at  some  time  in  our  lives  by  one  or 
more  of  these  ministries.  Be  an  encourager 
at  your  church  for  the  support  of  our  Mar¬ 
garet  Lackey  State  Mission  Offering. 


“My  brothers,  how  l  wish  with  all  my 
heart  that  my  own  people  might  be  saved! 
How  I  pray  to  God  for  them.  ” 

Romans  10:1 

All  Mississippi  Baptists  are  preparing, 

even  now,  for  the  Mar-  - - 

garet  Lackey  offering  for 
State  Missions.  Led  by  V 
the  staff  of  the  Woman’s  ^ 

Missionary  Union,  Broth-  V 
erhood.  Student  Work  and  C 
Cooperative  Missions  V 
Departments.  The  Missis-  tHj 

sippi  Baptist  Convention  Board  J  J\  jH 
is  praying  that  each  churth  will 
make  this  time  a  matter  of  prayer  and  con¬ 
certed  effort  to  meet  these  needs. 

The  goai'd^^Qir  is  $660,000.  The 
allocations  are  divided  into  twelve  areas. 
The  Cooperative  Missions  Department 
sponsors  the  work  done  at  Parchman  and  in 
Prison  ministries.  Pastoral  and  Church 
Building  aid,  the  starting  of  New  Missions 
with  the  mobile  chapel  program  and  the 
work  of  Church  Planter,  Dottie 
Williamson. 


Be  determined  and  confident ,  for  you  will  be  the  leader 
of  these  people  as  they  occupy  this  land.  ” 

Joshua  1:6a  (TEV) 


Lead  On 

IN  BAPTIST  NURSING 
FELLOW-  - 

SHIP  TMX 


SUGGESTED  STATE  MISSION 
OFFERING  GOAL  1993 


ALLOCATIONS: 

New  Missions 
Central  Hilte  / 

Camp  Garaywa 
Disaster  Relief 
Special  Ministries 

National  Baptists  $3,500 
Choctaw  Indians  $3,500 
Parchman  Ministries 
Jail  and  Prison  Ministries 
Church  bldg/pastoral  Aid 
Student  Work,  Black  Campuses 
Church  Planter,  Hinds-Madison 
Missions  Awareness 
TOTAL 


$165,000 

$182,000 

$160,000 

$35,000 

$7,000 


“ Being  confident  111  ^ 

of  this  very  thing,  that  nJf  BAPTIST 

m  J  Iji  ipciijp 

He  who  began  a  good  I  fellowship 

work  in  you  will  perform  it 
until  the  day  of  Jesus  Christ.  ” 

Mississippi  BNF  Fall  \\jf 
Retreat,  September  11-12,  1992,  V 
Camp  Garaywa. 

Registration  will  begin  at  4:00  p.m.  on 
Friday,  September  11.  There  will  be  a  mis¬ 
sions  fair  going  on  at  this  time  that  you  will 
not  want  to  miss  before  dinner. 

Other  activities  for  the  Retreat  will 
include: 

•PraiSing  with  Denise  Windom  and  Carol 
Welch 

•Relaxation  exercises  with  Pamela  Smith 
•Prayer  Groups  with  BNF  Officers 
•Speakers  such  as;  Betty  Barham,  Carrie 
Carlson,  Linda  Solain  &  Kaye  Wilson 
The  retreat  will  conclude  at  12:00  p.m. 
on  Saturday.  BNF  members  will  receive 
registration  forms  by  mail.  Others  interest¬ 
ed  in  attending  this  retreat,  please  contact 
Ashley  McCaleb,  WMU  Office,  P.  O.  Box 
530,  Jackson,  MS  39205. 


WMU  CALENDAR  • 

1992-1993  | 

1992 

26 

GA  Day  at  Central  Hills, 

July 

10  am  -  3  pm 

18-24  WMU  Conference,  Glorieta 

October 

August 

:  *  '  •  - 

9-10 

Women’s  Conference:  Mississippi 

10 

Church  Leader  Training,  Garaywa, 

College  ,  Friday  4  pm  - 

6:30-9:00  pm 

Saturday  3  pm 

11 

Church  Leader  Training,  Garaywa, 

17 

Small  Church  Conference,  William 

9-30am-2:30  pm, 

6:30-9:00pm 

November 

Carey  College,  9:30  am  -  noon 

12 

Church  Leader  Training,  Garaywa, 

9-10 

Mississippi  Baptist  Convention, 

9:30am-2:30pm 

FBC  Jackson 

13 

Church  Leader  Training,,  FBC  lndi 

15-18 

Foreign  Mission  Study  -  India 

and  a,  FBC  West  Point,  FBC  New- 

29- 

ton,  FBC  Gautier,  6:30pm  -  9:00  pm 

December 

14 

Church  Leader  Training,  FBC  lndi- 

-6 

Week  of  Prayer  for  Foreign  Mis- 

anola,  FBC  West  Point,  FBC  New- 

sions  and  Lottie  Moon  Christmas 

ton,  FBC  Gautier,  9:30am  -  2:30  pm 

offering 

15 

Church  Leader  Training,  FBC 
Batesville,  FBC  Baldwyn,  FBC 

1993 

Brook  haven,  Immanuel,  Hatties- 

January 

burg,  9:30  am  -  2-30  pm 

23 

GA/Acteen  Day:  William  Carey 

22 

Associational  Officer  Training:  FBC 
Oxford,  9:00  am  -  12:30  pm 

February 

College,  Hattiesburg  3-7  pm 

24 

AOT:  FBC  Brandon,  5:45  pm  - 

20 

Small  Church  Conference;  FBC 

. 

9-15  pm 

Charleston,  9:30  am  -  noon 

25 

AOT:  FBC  Winona,  5:45  pm  - 

21-24 

Home  Mission  Study 

9:15  pm 

26-27 

BW/BYW  Retreat;  Camp  Garaywa 

27 

AOT:  FBC  Columbia,  5:45  - 
9-15  pm 

March 

4  pm  Friday  -  Saturday  2  pm 

September 

7-14 

Week  of  Prayer  for  Home  Missions 

11-12 

Baptist  Nursing  Fellowship  retreat: 

&  Annie  Armstrong  Easter  Offering 

Garaywa, 

Friday  6  pm  -  Saturday  1  pm 

13 

GA  Day  at  Central  HtHs  Retreat; 

10  am  -  i  pm 

1-12 

GAs  Plus  One,  Garaywa,  Friday  4 

19-20 

WMU  Annual  Meeting,  FBC  Gulf- 

pm  -  Saturday  12:30  pm 

port,  2  pm  Friday  -  Saturday  4  pm 

13-16 

State  Mission  Season  of  Prayer  • 

19-20 

Youth  Coed  Missions  Convention, 

Margaret  Lackey  Offering 

Mississippi  Gulf  Coast  Coliseum, 

19 

Small  Church  Conference:  FBC 
Newton,  9:30  am  -  noon. 

6  pm  Friday  -  Saturday  1  pm 

LEAD  ON  -  MC  Nurses  on  Mission  in  Mexico 

*  f  b  V  "  -  '  by  Cindy  Coon 


Denise  Windom  confessed  that  she 
cried  many  tears  into  her  pillow  one  night 
after  going  to  the  home  of  a  little  boy  to 
give  him  an  IV.  They  didn’t  know  if  the 
child  would  live  or  die  and  the  poverty 
around  him  was  devastating.  Kaye  Wilson, 
Denise  and  Tracy  held  the  child  and 
prayed  for  him  there  in  the  house.  As  the 
week  progressed,  so  did  he. 

Kay  Travis  summed  up  her  feelings 
and  the  events  of  the  trip  from  thoughts 
written  in  her  travel  log: 

“We  didn’t  know  what  rugged  vans 
that  we  would  travel  in,  but  they  got  us 
there  and  back. 

We  didn’t  know  that  we  would  eat 
peanut  butter  sandwiches  every  day  but  we 
were  never  hungry. 

We  didn’t  know  what  kind  of  build¬ 
ings  that  we  would  work  in  but  they  were 
sufficient  * 

We  didn’t  know  what  kind  of  outhous¬ 
es  we  would  have,  but  we  sweated  it  out — 
literally. 

We  didn’t  know  how  hot  it  would  be 
but  we  were  cool  and  calm  inside. 

We  didn’t  know  what  long,  hard  hours 
it  would  be  but  He  gave  us  strength  to  keep 
going. 

We  didn’t  know  Spanish,  but  God  pro¬ 
vided  us  with  those  who  did. 

We  didn’t  know  much  about  the  Mex¬ 
ican  people,  but  now  they  have  special 
place  in  our  hearts. 

We  didn’t  know  about  the  spiritual 
aspects  of  nursing,  but  now  we’ve  seen 
nursing  as  a  ministry  and  a  profession  first¬ 
hand. 

We  didn’t  know  how  God  would  meet 
all  our  needs  but  we  knew  that  He  would, 
and  He  did.” 


icaid  or  other  assistance  that  we  are  accus¬ 
tomed  to  in  the  states.  Karen  and  Joan 
recalled  an  incident  where  Delores  pre¬ 
scribed  medication  for  an  epileptic  man 
and  then  purchased  the  medicine  herself 


After  hearing  Delores  York  speak  at  a  conditions  to  which  the  people  were  accus- 

Baptist  Nursing  Fellowship  retreat  last  fall,  tomed.  Karen  Joseph  said  that  she  was 

Denise  Windom  and  Monica  Maxwell  amazed  at  the  dirt  floors,  lack  of  any 
approached  their  Mississippi  College  nurs-  plumbing  facilities,  and  the  inadequate 
ing  instructor,  Kaye  Wilson,  who  was  also  food  supply.  Many  cases  of  lice  and  worms 
speaking  at  the  meeting,  about  the  possibil¬ 
ity  of  their  class  doing  mission  work  them¬ 
selves. 

For  the  next  several  weeks,  the  Non- 
Clinical  Nursing  class  spent  a  great  deal  of 
time  in  prayer,  research  and  study  prepar¬ 
ing  to  go  to  Cone-Oasis  Baptist  Encamp¬ 
ment  in  La  Feria,  Texas,  part  of  the  Rio 
Grande  Valley  Baptist  Association. 

The  senior  nursing  students  enlisted 
the  help  of  Cecile  Alexander,  recently 
retired  missionary  and  Spanish  te&cher 
from  Argentina,  to  help  them  with  Spanish 
and  cultural  difficulties. 

With  an  invitation  from  Delores  York 
and  her  husband  Sam,  volunteer  missionar¬ 
ies,  and  with  permission  of  Mississippi 
College,  on  June  13,  eleven  nurses  began  a 
week  they  would  never  forget. 

The  Yorks  used  the  camp  facilities  to 
house  many  groups  that  came  to  the  area 
for  mission  work:  nurses,  construction 
crews,  Bible  school  groups,  BSU  summer 
missionaries,  etc. 

The  nurses,  led  by  Kaye  Wilson, 
assisted  Delores  York  in  treating  patients 
at  five  clinics  in  rural  areas  across  the 
Mexican  border.  These  clinics  had  been  set 
up  by  Baptist  churches  as  a  means  of  meet¬ 
ing  the  physical  as  well  as  spiritual  needs 
of  the  rural  people.  The  nurses  rotated 
through  each  of  the  five  clinics  aiding 
Delores  with  pharmacy  help,  delousing, 
doing  puppet  shows  and  many  other  jobs. 

The  most  overwhelming  impression 
for  all  of  die  nurses  were  the  deplorable 


First  row:  Mrs.  Cecile  Alexander,  Monica  Maxwell,  Patti  Corden  Ray,  Kaye  Wilson,  Assis 
tant  Professor.  Second  row:  Denise  Windom,  Karen  Joseph,  Tracy  McCord,  Joan  McAu- 
rthur.  Third  Row:  Kay  Travis,  Mandy  Kitchens,  Lezlie  Chalk,  Sherrie  Long. 


because  he  could  not  afford  it. 

.  Tracey  McCord  related  a  story  that 
bad  made  a  lasting  impact  on  her  life.  As 
the  group  got  to  know  a  young  22  year  old 
Mexican  girl  who  had  just  become  a  Chris¬ 
tian,  the  girl,  with  the  help  from  an  inter¬ 
preter,  told  them  that  her  family  did  not 
know  Jesus.  As  the  nurses  cried  and  prayed 
with  her,  the  interpreter  said,  “You  can’t 
understand  them  and  they  can’t  understand 
you  but  through  Jesus  one  day,  we  will  all 
understand.” 


were  attributed  to  unsanitary  conditions. 
Denise  Windom  added  that  the  Mexican 
children  ate  fruit  that  the  camp  was  ready 
to  discard. 

Lezlie  Chalk  was  enthralled  with  the 
dedication  of  Delores.  Lezlie  observed 
that  She  was  always  positive  about  the 
endless  days  and  infinite  responsibilities 
that  she  performed  without  pay. 

Joan  McArthur  noted  that  neither  the 
clinics  nor  the  people  received  any  finan¬ 
cial  aid  from  the  government  such  as  Med- 


LEAD  ON  at  the 
Baptist  Women/Baptist 
Young  Women  Retreat 


LEAD  ON  AT  THJ 

lau  Missions  Confer* 


Keep  your  eyes  and  ears  open,  BWs  and  BYWs,  for  more 
information  to  come  later  about  the  BW/BYW  Retreat  at  Camp 
Garaywa  on  February  26-27,  1993.  Registration  will  begin  at 
4:00  p.m.  on  Friday  the  26th  and  the  retreat  will  conclude  after 
lunch  on  Saturday. 

Program  personalities  for  the  retreat  will  include  Linda  Don¬ 
nell  of  Hattiesburg,  co-author  of  the  book  Bloom;  Jewel  Merritt, 
Bible  Study  leader  from  First  Baptist  of  Jackson  and  others. 

Plan  now  to  devote  these  hours  in  personal  renewal  and 
refreshment  as  you  meet  and  relate  to  other  women  like  yourself 
on  mission  for  God. 


Jewel  Merritt 


The  Lay  Missions  Conference  will  be  held  at  First 
Baptist  Church  of  Jackson  on  November  9,  1992. 
There  will  be  Mission  Fellowship  time  from  1:00  p.m. 
until  2:45  p.m.  >H 

From  3:00  until  4:45  p.m.  will  be  “Selecting  Your 
Ministry  in  the  Marketplace"  with  special  guests.  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  Bruce  Allen  of  Centerville,  Georgia.  Rev. 
Allen  is  pastor  in  Centerville  and  was  formerly  a  con¬ 
sultant  with  the  Georgia  Baptist  Convention  Evange¬ 
lism  Department.  Mrs.  Allen,  the  former  Laura  Fry, 
was  on  the  staff  of  the  Home  Mission  Board,  serving 
as  a  consultant  in  evangelism  among  women. 

The  annual  Lay  Missions  Banquet  will  begin  at 
5:00  in  Banquet  Hall  East  of  First  Baptist  Church.  The 
speaker  ^or  the  banquet  will  bt  Jeannette  Clift  George, 
who  starred  as  Come  Ten  Boom  in  The  Hiding  Place. 

The  cost  of  the  banquet  is  $7.50  each  and  reserva¬ 
tions  must  be  made  no  later  than  November  4,  1992. 
Mail  number  of  meal  reservations  with  your  check  to 
Brotherhood  Department,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS 
39205. 


Linda  Donnell 


Week  of  Prayer  for  Foreign  Missions 
Nov.  29-Dec.  6, 1992 
Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Offering 
National  goal:  $84  million 


Laura  Allen 


WOMEN’S 

CONFERENCE 

Mississippi  College 
Clinton,  Miss. 

OCTOBER  9-10, 1992 

sponsored  by  Woman 's  Missionary  Union 

The  women  of  Mississippi  have  a  unique 
opportunity  to  focus  on  God’s  leadership  in 
various  areas  of  their  lives  this  October.  WMU 
is  sponsoring  the  Women’s  Conference  at  Mis¬ 
sissippi  College  on  October  9-10,  1992,  with 
the  theme  “Lead  On.” 

The  conferences  will  give  special  empha¬ 
sis  on  specific  ways  to  be  leaders  in  their  sphere 
of  influence:  family,  church,  workplace,  com¬ 
munity  and  the  world. 

Special  speakers  for  this  two-day  event 
will  be  Dr.  Dell  anna  O’Brien.  Executive  Direc¬ 
tor  of  WMU,  SBC,  and  former  foreign  mission¬ 
ary;  Joyce  Landorf  Heatherley,  prolific  writer 
and  dynamic  speaker;  Dr.  Lynne  Cheney  of 
Washington  D.C.,  author  and  chairman  of  the 
National  Endowment  for  the  Humanities  and 
wife  of  the  Secretary  of  Defense;  Jeannette 
Clift  George,  Christian  dramatist,  star  of  “The 
Hiding  Place”,  and  founder  of  the  After  Dinner 
Players.  Special  music  will  be  performed  by 
Cynthia  Clawson,  winner  of  Grammy  and  Dove 
awards  with  twelve  Christian  albums. 

Other  program  personalities  will  include; 
Pat  Fordice,  Mississippi's  First  Lady,  Patricia 
Lott  (Mrs.  Trent  Lott).  Maijorie  Kelly,  Dot  tie 
Hudson,  Lisa  Lea  veil,  Josephine  Bryan,  Dottie 
Williamson,  Myrtice  Owens  and  Linda  Don¬ 
nell. 

There  will  be  displays  from  missionaries 
Major  and  June  McDaniel  of  Korea  and  David 
and  Barbara  Murray  of  France. 

Registration  will  begin  at  10:00  a.m.  on 

r  •  j r: ’’  r 


Jeannette  Clift 
George 
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In  My  World 
In  My  Relationships 

WOMEN’S  CONFERENCE 

Mississippi  College,  Clinton,  MS 
October  9- 10,  1992 


■ 


Friday  in  the  foyer  of  the  Mississippi  "College 
Coliseum.  Groups  or  individuals  that  have  pre 
registered  can  have  a  contact  person  check  in 
after  that  time.  There  will  be  a  table  for  new 
registrations.  The  cost  for  the  conference  is 
$20.00  per  person  which  includes  lunch  on  Sat¬ 
urday. 

Early-bird  conferences  will  begin  at 
2:00  p.m.  on  Friday  afternoon  and  will  feature 
the  following  conferences  and  leaders: 

Woman  on  the  Go:  Making  Time  for  Missions 

. . . . . Karen  Simons 

Don  'I  Miss  the  Blessing:  Minister's  Wives 

. - . .JoAnn  Leavell 

Issues  and  Answers:  Life  and  Death 

. . . Susie  Simmons 

Who's  Minding  the  Kids? . Gwen  Williams 

Prayer:  My  Church’s  Missing  Link? 

. . . ...: _ Charles  &  Indy  Whitten 

Integrity  in  My  Work  Place _ _ Susie  Jordan 

Today’s  Teen:  Sex,  Drugs,  Rock  n  Roll 

. - . . . . . . Cindy  Rice 

Letting  My  Light  Shine-  Lifestyle  Witnessing 

. . . Sue  Tatum 

Using  My  Gifts  to  Lead ... . Stuart  Calvert 

My  Time:  Focused  or  Frazzled? 

. Deborah  Brunt 

Rebuilding  Your  Marriage,  A  Brick  and  A 

'  Sword . . . Helen  Price 

Worship  and  Prayer,  a  Family  Affair 

. . . ^ . Evelyn  Vaughn 

Relating  to  my  Aged  Parents 

Plan  now  to  make  October  9-10  a  priority 
time  in  your  life!  You  will  want  to  share  this 
event  with  your  friends,  so  cut  out  the  registra¬ 
tion  form  at  right  and  recruit  them  to  be  a  part 
with  you.  What  a  marvelous  worship  experi¬ 
ence,  to  gather  Mississippi  women  to  learn  and 
to  praise  the  Lord  together. 


Joyce  Landorf 
Heatherty 
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Lynne  Cheney 
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NOT JUST 
ANOTHER 
MEETING 

by  Joan  Tyler 
President, 

Mississippi  WMU  1 _ 

Why  have  a  “women’s  conference”? 
What  will  be  unique  about  the  event  that 
will  take  place  October  9  and  10  at  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  College  Coliseum? 

As  a  Christian  woman  in  today’s  stress¬ 
ful  world,  I  am  confronted  with  conflicts 
and  choices.  How  can  I  respond  to  these  as 
challenges  to  grow  in  my  ability  to  make  a 
difference  in  my  life,  in  my  relationships, 


and  in  my  world? 

I  don’t  know  about  you,  but  periodical¬ 
ly  I  have  a  need  to  draw  aside  for  a  short 
time  in  order  to  re-examine  my  spiritual 
progress  and  to  reassess  my  priorities.  I 
need  fresh  inspiration  from  mature  Chris¬ 
tians  who  are  able  to  effectively  communi¬ 
cate  insights  gleaned  from  varied  encounters 
on  their  spiritual  journeys.  I  need  to  view 
my  choices  from  a  new  perspective,  to  see 
them  as  opportunities  to  lead  me  to  be  an 
agent  of  change  in  my  world. 

Now  Mississippi  WMU  offers  me  this 
experience  in  an  ui^qsv^l  jiyp-tjay  event.  I 
wiHrnotAniahjBf  Jhimnet  of  it  from 'dAriy -bird 
coftfertftTesVFridayt  afternoon  (my  only 
1  problem  is  which  three  to  choose?)  through 
the  exeffing  climax  on  Saturday  afternoon. 


For  years,  Joyce  Landorf  Heatherley 
has  helped  me  in  my  Christian  walk  in  very 
practical  ways  through  numerous  books  and 
tapes.  Now  I  am  going  to  meet  her  and  hear 
her  in  person.  And  when  I  think  of  The  Hid- 
ing  Place,  what  an  impact  was  made  on  my 
life  by  both  the  book  and  the  movie,  I  can 
hardly  believe  I  will  have  the  opportunity  to 
see  and  hear  Jeannette  Clift  George,  the 
actress  who  made  Corrie  Ten  Boom  come 
alive  on  the  screen!  For  the  first  time,  I  will 
enjoy  live  the  wonderful  musical  gift  of 
Cynthia  Clawson.  And  that’s  only  the 
beginning! 

You  won’t  want  to  miss  it,  either.  Be 
there  as  we  prepare  ourselves  to  ‘LEAD 
ON’ in  1992-1993! 


I - 

I  WOMEN’ 

I 

I 

I 

J  Name  of  church 

I 

|  Contact  person  for  group 

I 

J  Number  registering 


WOMEN’S  CONFERENCE  REGISTRATION  FORM 

Return  to:  Women’s  Conference 
Woman's  Missionary  Union 
P.  O.  Box  530.  Jackson,  MS  39205 


Church  address 


Amount  paid 


I  Please  have  one  contact  person  send  in  registration  form  and  check  in  church  group  in  at  the  conference.  Please 
I  send  $20.00  for  each  person.  Deadline  for  registrations  is  October  1, 1992.  No  refunds  after  this  date. 


aldnaslde 


alongside 

published  by  Mississippi  WMU 

Marjean  Patterson  . — . Executive  Director 

Ashley  McCaleb . BW/BYW  Consultant 

Jan  Cossitt . . . Campus  BYW/Acteen 

s  Consultant 

HelenPrice  . . . . . Camp  Director 

Brenda  Quattlebaum  . Office  Secretary 

CindyC000 . - . . . Editor 


Don’t  condemn  Word  grams:  “safe  sex”  (morality- free)  stniction  with  concrete  blocks.  I 

education,  birth  control  and  abor-  do  not  know  if  there  is  anything 
tion  services  (no  parental  consent  Mississippi  folks  can  do,  but  usu- 
necessary).  Their  track  record:  dra-  ally  when  they  know  of  a  real 
matically  increased  and  accelerat-  need,  they  meet  it!  It  is  my  under¬ 
ing  reports  of  sexually  transmitted  standing  that  everything  will  be 
diseases,  rampant  promiscuity,  provided  for  the  team  after  they 
abortions,  infertility,  and  STD-  arrive  in  Turkey.  The  expense  part 
infected  newborns.  is  the  round-trip  ticket  to  Ankara, 

As  this  group  lobbies  Congress,  which  usually  costs  about  $2,200 
perhaps  one  day  they  will  recoin-  per  person, 
mend  that  we  embrace  China’s  I  have  really  enjoyed  the  Baptist 
policy  which  Planned  Parenthood  Record.  We  hope  to  be  home  on 
calls  a  “model  of  efficiency.”  furlough  in  November  1993. 
China’s  one-child-per-family  rale  Alvis  K.  Cooper 

has  resulted  in  one  hundred  mil-  PSC  89  Box  709 

lion  forced  abortions,  mandatory  APO  AE  09822 

sterilizations,  and  coercive  infanti-  Telephone /FAX  011-90-4- 

cides.  286-5995 

I  urge  Christians  to  read  George 
Grant’s  award-winning  expose’, 

Grand  Illusion:  The  Legacy  of  Call  for  action 
Planned  Parenthood.  Learn  how 
the  founder  of  PP,  Margaret  Editor 

Sanger,  was  a  Eugenicist  who  Never  before  have  I  ever  seen  or 
wanted  to  eliminate  “inferior  beard  of  anything  quite  like  the 
races,”  defective  people,  and  fan-  actioo  taken  to  close  Clarke  Col- 
damentalist  Christians.  It  is  astoo-  lege.  I  feel  the  decision  to  close 
ishing  what  her  organization  has  this  unique  institution  was  unethi- 
accomplished  for  evil  in  such  a  rat  and  in  every  way  violates  the 
short  span  of  history.  spirit  of  trust  that  prevails  among 

Genesis  tells  us  that  man  has  Mississippi  Baptists.  I  believe 
been  given  dominion  over  the  Clarke  College  has  the  right  to 
earth,  so  certainly  we  must  use  its  exist  as  our  other  fine  institutions, 
resources  wisely.  But  who  are  we  j  believe  n«w  College  should  be 
to  teU  a  poor  child  that  he  should  reopened  as  a  separate  college  and 
never  have  been  born?  Is  this  that  Mississippi  Baptists  feel  the 
Christ’s  example?  As  outlined  in  game  ^  wifi  express  themselves 
Matthew  25:31-46,  we  must  feed,  accordingly  at  the  1992  Mississip- 
clothe,  and  shelter  the  needy.  «  Baptist  Convention  this  Novem- 
Kfim  mating  the  needy  is  never  an  ber  • 

option.  We  must  not  be  duped  into  i  call  for  jmnwrfiat*  action  from 
supporting  Planned  Parenthood’s  our  executive  director,  the  Con- 
Orwellian  linguistical  he.  “Family  vention  Board,  the  executive 
planning”  is  really  “family  ban-  committee,  and  the  education 
rung.”  committee  to: 

Karen  Blakeney  1.  Re-establish  Clarke  College 

Gulfport  as  an  institution. 


statements  made  in  the  June  25 
edition  of  the  Baptist  Record  con¬ 
cerning  the  doctrine  of  election. 
The  questions  Mr.  Benton  raised 
were  the  age-old  arguments 
against  the  doctrine  of  God’s  sov¬ 
ereign  grace.  Briefly,  allow  me  to 
answer  these  questions. 

First,  those  who  hold  the  doc¬ 
trine  of  election  do  not  “push”  it 
on  any  one  any  more  than  some¬ 
one  who  bolds  the  doctrine  of  eter¬ 
nal  security  pushes  it  on  others. 
One  cannot  make  blanket  accusa¬ 
tions  of  intolerance  toward  those 
who  disagree  with  our  position. 
Granted,  some  electionists  are 
arrogant  and  pushy,  but  cot  all. 
Calvinists  merely  wish  to  ascribe 
all  the  glory  for  salvation  to  its 
author,  Jehovah  God.  If  a  Calvinist 
seems  “pushy”  it  may  be  simple 
zeal  for  what  that  individual 
believes  to  be  the  truth  that  lifts 
God  to  his  rightful  position  as  the 
only  being  worthy  of  glory  and 
honor.  Calvinism  is  not  an  elitist 
doctrine  which  produces  pride,  but 
rather  a  doctrine  whose  fruit  is  true 
humility. 

Overall,  the  hostility  towards 
this  Bible  doctrine  is  rooted  in 
man’s  wish  to  have  something  to 
do  with  his  salvation.  Historically, 
the  doctrine  of  election  has  not 
split  churches  but  rather  strength¬ 
ened  missionary  zeal,  local  evan¬ 
gelism,  and  discipleship.  The  rea¬ 
son  this  doctrine  is  so  controver¬ 
sial  stems  from  the  fact  that  most 
preacbere  are  feeding  from  the  bot¬ 
tle  themselves  and  cannot  lead 
their  people  to  intelligently,  ratio¬ 
nally,  and  biblically  examine  the 
meat  of  God’s  revealed  truth. 

Keith  Powell,  pastor 


Editor: 

Recendy,  a  pastor  wrote  a  letter 
asking  what  value  the  doctrine  of 
election  was,  and  why  people 
insisted  on  bringing  it  up  when  be 
felt  it  was  divisive  and  unneces¬ 
sary  for  salvation  or  a  victorious 
Christian  life. 

The  answer  is  quite  simple,  real¬ 
ly,  and  perhaps  I  should  start  a 
reply  by  asking  a  question  of  my 
own.  What  value  should  we  place 
on  subjects  like  the  Trinity  and  its 
purpose,  the  incarnation  of  Jesus, 
the  Holy  Spirit  and  his  indwelling 
and  sealing,  the  covenants,  Satan, 
sin  and  sanctification,  Israel  in 
prophecy,  the  rapture,  the  second 
coming,  and  the  new  heavens  and 
earth? 

Frankly,  I  don’t  see  the  need  to 
condemn  God’s  Word  for  teaching 
us  about  the  facts  on  election  (or 
choosing).  Scriptural  examples 
include  2  Thes.  2:13,  Romans 
9:23,  Heb.  11:25,  Phil.  1:22, 
Romans  16:13,  and  Revelation 
17:14. 

I  agree  that  there  may  be  those 
who  preach  the  troth  in  an  unkind 
spirit,  but  God  or  his  Word  should 
not  be  compromised  upon  or 
diminished  because  or  this. 
Reprove  (mend)  those  who  do  not 
teach  with  power  as  well  as  gentle¬ 
ness  or  meekness.  But  do  not  limit 
God’s  truth  bv  ignoring  certain 
pans  of  it  or  doctrines,  and  go  to 
those  ministers  privately. 

Stephen  J.  Zachary 


Planned  Parenthood 
truth 


Christian  health  program 
promotes  total  fitness 

By  Linda  Lawson 

GLORIETA,  N.M.  (BP)  —  Life-  include  weigh-ins,  food  facts, 
long  lifestyle  change  —  not  short-  Scripture  memorization,  Bible 
term  quick  fixes  —  result  in  losing  study,  and  prayer.  Using  a  food 
weight  and  keeping  the  pounds  exchange  program,  optimum 
off,  according  to  two  leaders  of  a  weight  loss  is  one  and  one-half  to 
Mt  Olivet,  Forest:  July  19;  11  Christian  health  program.  two  pounds  per  week.  People  are 

a.m.;  picnic  lunch;  John  Sharp,  “It  has  taken  me  since  1981  to  encouraged  to  stay  in  the  program 
director  of  missions,  Scott  and  change  a  lot  of  my  attitudes  about  at  least  one  quarter  after  they  reach 
Newton  associations,  guest  speak-  food,”  said  Carole  Lewis,  national  their  goal, 
er,  Travis  Polk,  pastor.  director  of  “First  Place:  A  Christ-  The  First  Place  diet  is  low  in  fat 

Centered  Health  Program”  begun  and  high  in  protein.  Members  are 
^  •  .  .  1 1  years  ago  by  First  Church  of  encouraged  to  eat  fresh  meat,  fruit, 

committee  Houston.  Today,  more  than  1,000  and  vegetables  rather  than  highly 

churches  in  35  states  are  using  the  processed  foods. 

Hocrina  COQrpVl  program.  The  average  American  consumes 

OCO.1  L/ll  Lewis  and  Kay  Smith,  a  First  140  pounds  of  sugar  per  year, 
«  K  Place  group  leader  from  Roscoe,  Smith  said.  For  example,  a  non- 

ior  new  JJUM  Texas,  introduced  the  program  diet  soft  drink  will  have  12-14  tea- 

July  4-10  during  the  Disdpleship  spoons  of  sugar,  one  piece  of 
Leon  Young,  directed  9jf  tnis-  ; vTraiqing Jj-padership  Conference  at  chocolate  cake  will  have  at  least 
sions  for  Lauderdale  Association, .  Gloriets^  (N.kfc)  Baptist  Confer-  12  teaspoons  of  sugar  and  one 
has  retired.  A  search  committee  ence  Center.  Materials  for  leading  piece  of  angel  food  cake  has  more 
has  been  established  and  begun  First  Place  support  groups  in  than  seven, 
work.  churches  are  being  released  this  While  First  Place  began  primari- 

Res umes  should  be  sent  to  Diane  summer  in  a  cooperative  venture  ly  as  a  weight-loss  program,  many 
White,  secretary,  Lauderdale  between  First  Church,  Houston,  current  participants  do  not  need  to 
County  Baptist  Association,  Direc-  and  the  Baptist  Sunday  School  lose  weight  but  to  maintain  a 
tor  of  Missions  Search  Committee,  Board.  healthy  diet  due  to  diabetes,  bypo- 

Route  2,  Box  134,  Meridian,  MS  Lewis  described  Rest  Place  as  a  glycemia  or  high  cholesterol. 
39305.  spiritually  based  education  pro-  The  new  First  Place  materials, 


Homecomings 


Satartia  (Yazoo):  July  19;  11 
am.;  noon  meal  in  fellowship  hall; 
afternoon  singing;  no  night  ser¬ 
vices;  Victor  Johnson,  Florence, 
former  pastor,  guest  speaker; 
Harry  Cole,  pastor. 


Volunteers  help  build  in  Indiana 

Members  of  eight  churches  formed  the  Mississippi  half  of  a  combined 
Mississippi-lllinois  team  to  assist  a  new  congregation  in  Indiana  with  its 
first  building.  The  team  was  organized  through  the  Jimmy  Knight  Evange¬ 
listic  Association  based  in  Laurel.  The  Mississippi  half  of  the  team  includ¬ 
ed  11  members  of  Bethlehem  Church,  Laurel,  nine  members  of  various 
Wayne  County  churches,  and  one  member  from  Starkville.  Wayne  County 
churches  represented  included  Mount  Zion,  Riverside,  First  Church  in 
Waynesboro,  West  Shady  Grove,  First  in  Clara,  and  Trinity.  This  year  the 
project  assignment  was  secured  with  the  help  of  Jim  Didlake  of  the  Broth¬ 
erhood  Department,  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board. 

Members  of  the  team  from  Mississippi  included:  Stella  Waltmon, 
Starkville;  Lynn  Mackey,  director  of  missions,  Wayne  County  Association, 
and  Norma  Mackey  of  First  Church,  Waynesboro;  Charles  Abbey,  pastor, 
and  Ronald  Moody,  Mount  Zion  Church,  Wayne  County,  Robert  Robinson, 
pastor,  West  Shady  Grove  Church,  Wayne  county;  Ruth  Richey  and  Mary 
Reaux  of  Riverside  Church,  Waynesboro;  Lorie  Busby,  Trinity  Church, 
Wayne  County,  and  Vivian  Taylor  of  First  Church,  Clara.  Those  from  Beth¬ 
lehem  Church,  Laurel,  were  Knight,  who  serves  as  staff  evangelist,  and  his 
wile,  Alane;  Valton  Douglas,  pastor,  and  his  wife,  Frances,  and  daughter, 
Susie;  Bob  and  Mildred  Davidson;  Larry  West;  Marlene  Hancock;  Deanna 
niackiedoo;  and  Joey  Manning. 

Small  churches  must  want 
to  grow,  HMB  speaker  says 

RIDGECREST,  N.C.  (BP)  —  growth,  Chaney  said,  is  a  wiUing- 
Small  churches  seeking  to  break  the  ness  to  open  opportunities  for 
100-member  barrier  most  create  a  leadership  and  fellowship  that 
dim  ate  for  growth,  a  Home  Mission  have  traditionally  been  dominated 
Board  church  growth  medalist  said,  by  long-time  members. 

Such  churches  often  plateau  Members  also  must  be  willing  to 
because  they  are  unwilling  to  pay  be  ministers  instead  of  just  expect- 
the  price  for  further  growth,  ing  the  preacher  to  meet  all  con- 
Charles  Chaney,  Home  Mission  gregahonal  needs,  he  said. 

Board  vice  president  for  extension,  “We  spend  a  lot  of  time  at  semi- 
>aid  during  a  home  missions  con-  naries  training  people  to  do  what 
ference  at  Ridgecrest  (N.C.)  Con-  lavpeople  need  to  do  anyway,”  he 
erence  Center.  said.  “When  the  congregation  is 

“We  have  churches  today  that  the  minister,  the  growth  potential 
ire  structured  in  a  way  that  virtual-  grows.” 

y  makes  growth  impossible,”  be  Chaney  said  small  churches  must 
.aid.  “It’s  important  pastors  under-  be  affirmed  because  they  often  are 
stand  that  part  of  their  role  is  to  be  more  effective  at  evangelism  and 
change  agents.”  leadership  training  than  larger 

Churches,  however,  must  be  churches, 
willing  to  accept  change,  Chaney  Congregations  of  less  than  50 
said,  adding  change  can  be  dis-  people  also  have  one  of  the  highest 
turbing  and  can  draw  resistance.  rankings  in  per  capita  tithes  and 
Among  changes  necessary  for  offerings,  he  added. 


Vacation  Bible 
Schools 


A  Senior  Adult 

SPIRITUAL  ENRICHMENT  CRUSADE 

July  19-21,  6:30  nightly 

First  Baptist  Church,  Vicksburg 

Dr.  Ralph  Langley,  preaching 
Russell  Newport,  singing 

The  public  is  cordially  invited. 


(Itawamba):  Jane  15-19;  four 
fessions  of  faith;  Terry  Paul 
ham,  pastor. 


Revival  dates 


Friendship,  EDisvffle:  July  22- 
24;  7  p.m.  nightly;  Bill  Riley, 
Stringer,  evangelist;  Paula  Beech, 
Ellisville,  music;  Keith  Swartz, 
pastor. 


RATE:  60  cents  per  word,  (5  mini¬ 
mum.  Cash  wth  order  except  on  con¬ 
tract  advertising.  Include  name, 
address,  zio  code  and  chone  number 
in  word  oount  No  bOnd  eds. 


Kenny  K.  Robbins,  M.D.,  F.  A.  A.  R 


BREAKTHROUGH  *  day  School  Board  will  share  the 

c  j  costs  of  volunteer  training,  travel, 

photocopying,  and  other  related 
be  numbers,”  Tompkins  pointed  expenses,  while  participating 
hX.  churches  will  be  responsible  only 

There  are  no  minimum  require-  for  volunteer  meals  and  possible 
neats  for  churches  wishing  to  par-  lodging  expenses,  when  neces- 
icipate,  be  added,  and  churches  sary  ”  Tompkins  explained, 
iced  not  have  incurred  declines  in  Volunteeis  and  churches  wishing 
wdertobeapai'  of  the  project.  to  obtain  more  information  on  the 

“Expenses  have  been  kept  to  a  project. can  contact  the  MBCB 
minimum.  The  MBCB  Sunday  Sunday  School  Department  at 
School  Department  and  SBC  Sun-  (601)  968-3800,  ext  3896. 


FISH  STOCKERS:  Albino 
channel,  and  blue  catfish 
grass  carp,  bream.  Monday 
Saturday.  Phona  (601)  267 


Effective  July  l,  1992 


INSURANCE:  Life,  Health, 
Disability,  Cancer,  Dental, 
Medicare  Supplement,  and 
Retirement  Planning, jJ#y 
Bewley  (601)362-1730,1  |  I 


John  E  Rawson,  MD,  F.  A.  A.  F. 
Owns  A.  Fhenun,  MD,  F.  A.  A  P. 
David  M.  Ttaou,  MD,  F.  A.  A.  P. 


MrraotwrMracAL  Curia  376-1370 


Staff  changes 


Revival  dates 


Oak  Grove  Church,  Smith- 
dale,  has  called  Mike  Alexander 
as  pastor  effective  June  14.  A 
native  of  Walthall  County,  he 
received  his  education  at  New 
Orleans  Seminary.  He  is  a  voca¬ 
tional  evangelist  and  will  continue 
to  work  in  evangelism. 

Trace  Ridge  Church,  Ridge- 
land,  has  called  Rick  Han- 
marstrom  as  associate  pastor 
effective  May  10.  A  native  of 
Meadville,  he  received  his  educa¬ 
tion  at  Mississippi  College  and 
New  Orleans  Seminary.  His  previ¬ 
ous  places  of  service  was  Reho- 
beth  Church,  Pelahatchie,  and 
Glade  Church,  Laurel.  Ham- 
marstrom  works  in  administration 
and  teaches  at  Madison  Ridgeland 
Academy 

Osyka  Church  (Pike)  has  called 
Jar  Alvero  as  minister  of  youth 
effective  June  14.  A  native  of  Poo- 
chatoula.  La.,  he  received  his  edu¬ 
cation  at  Southeastern  Louisiana 
University,  Hammond,  La.,  and 
(dans  to  enter  New  Orleans  Semi¬ 
nary. 

Tim  Parker,  pastor  of  Old 
Pearl  Valley  Church,  Philadel¬ 
phia,  for  four  years,  has  resigned 


effective  June  28.  He  is  a  Clarke 
College  graduate,  and  will  gradu¬ 
ate  from  Mississipi  College  in 
December.  He  is  available  for  foil 
or  part-time  positions,  as  well  as 
pulpit  supply.  Parker  can  be 
readied  at  140  Green  Forest  Drive, 
Clinton,  MS  39056  or  922-3250. 

Antioch  Church,  Rankin  Asso¬ 
ciation,  has  called  Marion  Cox 
Spence,  as  pastor  effective  June 

- “ - ^  21.  A  native  of 

Crowville,  La., 
he  received  his 
education  at 
Florida  Baptist 
College, 
Grace  ville,  Fla. 
His  previous 
(dace  of  service : 
was  :  "  Alford'1' 
Church,  Alford, 
Spence  Fla. 


AI  Spring  has  been  called  as 
pastor  of  Chapel  Hill  Church  in 
Hinds- Madison  Association.  He 
was  recently  ordained  by  Utica 
Church*  John  Ed  Snell  is  pastor. 

Mark  Dearman  is  now  serving 
as  pastor  of  Roxie  Church, 
Franklin.  His  previous  place  of 


Your  invitation  to  participate 

Billy  Graham  Moscow 
Crusade 

"A  mountain  peak  event  in  Christian  history" 
October  22  -  30, 1992 


9  Day  "trip  of  a  lifetime”  -  hearing  Billy  Graham,  distrib¬ 
uting  tracts  in  Moscow,  witnessing  for  Christ  plus  high¬ 
lights  of  Moscow  and  St.  Petersburg.  Optional  extension 
for  one  week  mission  work  in  local  church  or  optional 
pre-tour  to  Holy  Land. 

Prices  from  $2489  (New  York  departure) 

Write  or  phone  1-800-326-6708  for  details. 
BibleLand/Heritage  Travel,  1204  S.  Third, 
Louisville,  KY  40203 
Act  TODAY.  Time  is  of  the  essence. 


The  Thought 
Occurred  to  Me 

A  Book  About 

Owen  Cooper 


Layman  of  the  Century  in  Mississippi 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  President 
SBC  Executive  Committee  Chairman 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  President 
Missionary  to  the  World 

By  Don  McGregor,  Baptist  Record  Editor  Emeritus 

Foreword  by  Jerry  Clower 

Available  at  Baptist  Book  Stores 

in  Jackson,  Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly  and  New  Orleans  Seminary 
$9.95  in  bookstores  or  $11.00 le^lddinj^ postage  v‘u 

from  P.  O.  Box  23105,  Jackson,  MS  39225 


Church  folding  doors  I 

theater  seals  | 

Furnishings  & 

Pew  Upholstery 

Box  501.  Fulton.  MS  38843 
In  MS.  Toll  Free  1-800-624-9627 

Wu  remodel  A  paint 


•Handicapped 
•Home-bound 
•  Elderly/Latch  key  kids 
Calls  you  daily.  If  you 
have  problems,  help  is  on 

the  WaV!  n»«ld»n<»  «  Hind*.  Madfon 
1  and  Rankin  count** 


service  was  Salem  Church,  Lake. 
He  is  a  graduate  of  New  Orleans 
Seminary. 

Van  Winkle  Church,  Jackson, 
has  called  Mike  Burczynski  as 
pastor.  His  previous  (dace  of  ser- 
■■■■■i  vice  was  serv¬ 
ing  on  the  home 
mission  field  at 
Trinity  Church, 
Moscow,  Idaho. 
Prior  to  serving 
in  Idaho,  he 
served  at  Tate 
Street  Church, 
Corinth; 
Longview 
Church,  Ponto¬ 
toc;  and  Flat  Rock  Church  in  Ben¬ 
ton1  County.  He  is  a  graduate  of 
Blue  Mountain  College  and  South¬ 
ern  Seminary. 

/  Taylor  Chnrch,  Lafayette 
Association,  has  called  Paul  Hus¬ 


ton  Russell  as  pastor.  He  recently 
graduated  from 
Mid-America 
Seminary  and 
has  been  an 
intern  in  church 
growth  ministry 
and  in  single 
adult  ministry  at 
Bellevue 
I  Church,  Mem- 
d  «*n  phis.  Formerly, 

Russell  a  computer  pro¬ 

grammer,  Rus¬ 
sell  was  interim  pastor  in  Kenai, 
Alaska. 

Randy  Davis,  pastor  at  First 
Church,  VanCleave,  fots  resigned 
and  will  become  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Morristown,  Tenn.  The 
church  has  grown  significantly 
daring  his  ministry.  He  has  also 
served  on  the  Foreign  Mission 
Board  for  the  past  three  years. 

Holcomb  Church,  Holcomb, 
has  called  Randall  Ashley  as  pas¬ 
tor  effective  June  28.  A. native  of 
Memphis,  Tenn.,  he  is  a  graduate 
of  Crichton  College  and  Mid- 
America  Seminary.  His  previous 
place  of  service  was  Tillatoba 
Church,  Tillatoba. 


Pews,  pulpits,  baptistries. 

Van  Winkle  stoned  glass  carpel, 
van  Winnie  Steeples,  lighting. 


Enon  Church,  Batesville:  July 
19-23;  Charles  Lipe,  Clear  Creek 
Church,  Oxford,  evangelist;  Mau¬ 
rice  Ellis,  Boon  Church,  music;  serv, 
vices,  10:30  am.  and  8  p.m.;  G.  E. 
Jolley,  pastor. 

Puckett  Church  (Rankin):  July 
19-22;  Kermit  McGregor,  First 
Church,  Mendenhall,  evangelist; 
Wayne  Baggett,  First  Church,  Quit- 
man,  music;  Barry  Ward,  pastor. 

Calvary  Church,  Bogue  ditto: 
July  19-23;  Mack  Amis,  Central 
Church,  Brookhaven,  evangelist; 
Nell  Adams,  Ephesus  Church 
(Neshoba)  music;  Sunday  services, 
Sunday  School,  10  a.m„  message, 
11  am.,  and  lunch;  Mon-Tburs.,  7 
pm.;  Emon  White,  pastor. 

Clear  Branch  Chnrch  (Rankin): 

July  19-24;  Grady  Crowell,  director 
of  missions,  Clarke  Association, 
evangelist;  Chuck  Pittman,  First 
Church,  Teny,  music;  Sunday,  1 1 
am.,  lunch,  and  afternoon  service;  7 
pm.  mgbdy;  Tim  McCaffery,  pastor. 

Sturgis  Church  (Oktibbeha): 
July  19-23;  Danny  Lanier,  Little 
Rock,  evangelist;  Ira  Pollard, 
Starkville,  music;  7  p.m.  nightly; 
Steve  Lammons,  pastor. 

Willow  Grove  Church,  Collins: 
July  19-24;  O.  Lynn  Nations,  First 
Church,  Mize,  evangelist;  Larry 
Raines,  Nassau  Bay  Church,  Hous¬ 
ton;  Sunday,  11  am.  and  1:30  pm.; 
More -Fri.,  7:30  p.m.;  Billy  Purser, 
pastor. 

Spring  Hill  Church  (Copiah): 
July  19-22;  Harry  Barnes,  pastor. 
Spring  Hill  Church,  evangelist;  Bill 
Clark,  Wynndale  Church,  music; 
Sunday,  11  am.  and  7  p.m.;  More- 
Wed.,  7  p.m. 

New  Providence  Church, 
Derma:  July  19-24;  Chaplain  A. 
M.  Moore  HI,  Marks,  evangelist; 
Janet  Ramage,  music  director,  Lon 
Rttnage,  pianist;  Sunday,  fellow¬ 
ship  supper,  6  p.m.;  7:30  nightly:  J. 
T.  Busby,  pastor. 

Providence  Church,  Jayess: 
July  19-24;  Sunday,  homecoming, 
Sunday  School,  9:45  am.,  worship, 
10:45  a.m.;  Wiley  Reid,  pastor, 
Friendship  Church,  Brookhaven, 
evangelist;  dinner  served  in  fellow¬ 
ship  hall;  gospel  music  by  the  Vic¬ 
tory  Singers  in  afternoon  service; 
revival,  Mon.-Fri.,  7  p.m.,  Wiley 
Reid,  evangelist;  Sherrod  Raybom, 


Bethel  Chnrch,  Moohcello,  music 
Sally  Presneil,  Jayess  Churcl 
pianist;  Mike  Boyd,  interim  pator. 

Rock  HiD  Church  (Covington : 
July  19-24;  Sunday,  homecomin; 
11  am.;  dinner  after  services;  1:3 "" 
pm.  service;  Thomas  Balch,  speak 
er,  revival,  More-Fri.,  7  pm.;  Bi< 
Cockerham,  Oakwood,  Ga.,  gue, 
speaker,  Ed  Phillips,  music;  Zac 
wimingham,  pastor. 

Thorn  Hfll  Church  (Rankin- 

July  19-24;  Sunday  School,  1( 
am.;  preaching,  11  am.;  dinner  a 
grounds;  gospel  singing  featurin 
the  Revelations,  1:30  p.m.;  Mon 
Fri.,  7  p.m.;  Marcus  Alexander 
Hist  Church,  Braxton,  evangelism 
Rudy  James,  pastor. 

Fellowship  Church  (Choctaw) 
July  24-29;  Gene  Dobbs,  adminb 
trative  assistant  for  ministry,  Mir 
sissippi  Baptist  Convention  Boani 
Jackson,  evangelist;  Doyle  Smith 
Ardmore,  Okla.,  music;  services 
Fri.  and  Sat.,  7  p.m.;  Sunday,  1) 
am.  and  6:45  pm.;  Mop.-Wed.,  1- 
am.  and  7  p.m.;  Frank  R.  Trottei 
pastor. 

Montevjsta  Church  (Webster 
July  19-24;  Sunday,  11  am  and  ‘ 
pm.;  7:30  nightly;  James  Travis 
shairman  of  the  Division  of  Bibiia. 
Studies,  Blue  Mountain  College 
evangelist;  Ariie  Holloway,  Artx 
Grove  Church,  music;  Keif 
Dendy,  pastor. 

First  Church,  Gautier:  July  If 
22;  Sunday,  10:30  am.  and  7  pm 
noon  and  7  p.m.  daily;  Rodne 
Gage,  evangelist;  Michelle  Gagr 
music;  nursery  provided;  Billy  R 
Williams,  pastor. 

Shady  Grove  First  Church,  He 
delberg:  July  19-22;  Sunda) 
homecoming,  11  am.;  dinner  on  tb 
ground;  no  evening  service;  7  p.n 
nightly;  Joe  House,  Lanette,  Ala 
evangelist;  Jelly  Welbom.  Sharoi 
music;  Sharber  Smith,  pastor. 

Mission  Hill,  Wesson:  July  1? 
24;  Sunday,  homecoming,  11  am 
covered  dish  lunch,  afternoon  u 
ship,  1  p.m.;  7  p.m.  nightly;  V; 
Windom,  evangelist;  Tom>  t 
Purvis,  pastor. 

Antioch  (Jasper):  July  19- 
Sunday,  11  a.m.,  1:30  p.m.;  7  • 
nightly;  Mack  Harrison,  evangel  > 
Wiley  Phillips,  music;  Carey  B; 
pastor. 


Strong  Hope,  Wesson, 
cited  for  media  library 


Call 


all  377-2036,  Ext.  104 
for  fttmrded  details 


Strong  Hope  Church,  Wesson, 
has  been  cited  as  one  of  five  small¬ 
er  membership  Southern  Baptist 
churches  nationwide  for  excellence 
in  church  media  library  administra¬ 
tion. 

The  Baptist  Sunday  School 
Board’s  Church  Media  Library 
Department  noted  that  the  media 
library  of  Strong  Hope  Cbmcfa  has 
grown  from  «  storage  room  in  a 
poor  location  to  an  organized 


resource  center  through  promot 
in  displays  aroure  the  church  buik 
ing  and  in  regular  features  in  th 
church  newsletter. 

The  media  library  staff,  led 
Joan  Beasley,  takes  materials  to  th 
homes  of  elderly  persons  and  pro 
vides  media  for  a  grief  ministry  are 
resources  for  children’s  church 
Strong  Hope  Church  avenges  12i 
persons  in  Sunday  School  atten 
dance.  Lowell  Ingram  is  pastor. 


jf  M  :r.l  U  If  K*  ■  '<  XMJ  1  •  1 


Just  for  the  Record 


names  in  the  news 


GAs  at  First  Church,  Columbia,  celebrated  after  their 
recent  recognition  service.  Pictured  left  to  right,  they 
are:  seated,  Molly  McCarthy,  Leighe  Anne  Harvey,  Ash- 
Thompson,  Nicole  Crawley,  Sarah  Pittman,  Amelia 
3,  ADby  Watts;  middle  row,  Natalie  Temple,  Jamie 
nite 


X 


gee, 


Fast,  Jennifer  Moorman,  Jacquelyn  Gray,  Elizabeth 


Adams,  Myra  Williamson,  Christina  Bird,  Emily  Blount, 
Sarah  Burkett,  Whitney  Wallace,  Breann  Fortenberry; 
Back  row,  Jenny  Ford,  Karen  Swann,  Caty  Bird, 
Heather  Dagle,  Celia  Pittman,  Karen  Howell,  Lee 
Stringer,  and  Wendi  Davis.  Leaders  are  Jenny  Wallace, 
Diana  Gray,  and  Kaye  Williamson. 

Friendship  Church,  Aberdeen, 
will  conduct  a  youth  rally  July  31, 
7:30  p.m.  The  tally  will  feature  the 
75-voice  youth  choir  from  First 
Church,  Woodstock,  Ga.  The  choir 
will  sing,  perform  skits,  and  give 
personal  testimonies.  For  more 
information,  contact  Todd  Golden, 
youth  minister,  (601)  369-4581. 
Todd  Bowen  is  pastor. 

Senior  Adult  Choir  Festivals 
were  held  recently  at  First  Church, 
Brandon,  and  Temple  Church, 
Hattiesburg.  ^Twenty-seven  choirs 
sang  for  adjudication.  John  Han- 
bery  served  as  coordinator  for  the 
events. 


GAs  of  Colonial  Heights  Church,  Jackson,  are  pictured  above.  They 
3d  for  their  achievements  in  mission 


were  recently  recognized  for  their  achievements  in  missions  adventures 


Estus  Mason,  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Crystal  Springs  from 
1954  until  his  retirement  in  1978, 
will  be  honored  by  the  church  on 
his  80th  birthday.  A  reception  is 
planned  in  the  fellowship  hall  of 
First,  Crystal  Springs,  July  19,  2-4 
p.m. 

Musk  evangelist  B.  J.  Jenkins 

will  be  in  concert  at  Castlewoods 
Church,  Castlewood  subdivision, 
Brandon,  July  19  at  6  p.m.  She  is  a 
member  of  Colonial  Heights,  Jack- 
son.  For  more  information,  call 
Larry  McDonald,  992-9977. 

Olyn  Roberts  retired  July  1 
after  41  years  as  pastor,  pioneer 
missionary,  and  director  of  mis¬ 
sions  in  Missis¬ 
sippi,  Alabama, 
and  Alaska. 

Since  1986,  he 
has  led  con- 


Immanuel  Church,  Natchuz,  recently  held  Its  “Golden  Anniversary 
Revival,”  celebrating  SO  years  to  the  week  that  Donald  Bennett,  then  a  stu¬ 
dent  at  Clarke  College,  felt  “burdened  for  Natchez.”  Immanuel  was  consti¬ 
tuted  two  years  later.  Bennett  is  now  part-time  staff  member  in  outreach 
in  South  Carolina.  Pictured  from  left  are  Dee  DeBold,  pastor,  Don  Bennett, 
evangelist  for  the  revival;  Butch  Hosea,  minister  of  music;  and  Ed  Pickle, 
music  director  for  the  revival. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dale  Holloway 
will  be  honored  for  12  years  of  ser¬ 
vice  as  pastor  at  Day  Star  Church, 
Florence  with  a  reception,  July  19, 
3-5  pjn.  in  fellowship  hall. 

Amanda  Peo¬ 
ples  of  Navilla 
Church, 
McComb,  com¬ 
pleted  ten  years 
of  perfect  atten¬ 
dance  in  Sunday 
School.  Dwayne 
Brown  is  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Sun¬ 
day  School. 

rcvprea 

Joy  C.  Hilbun  has  been  named  a 
representative  of  Cooperative  Ser¬ 
vices  International,  a  Southern 
Baptist  aid  orga¬ 
nization.  Hilbun 
will  live  in  East 
Asia,  where  she 
will  use  her 
skills  in  educa¬ 
tion.  She 
i  received  the 
master  of  social 
work  degree 
I  from  University 
of  Southern 
Mississippi  and 
master  of  religious  education 
degree  from  New  Orleans  Semi¬ 
nary.  Her  father,  Joel  P.  Hilbun  of 
Baton  Rouge,  La.  previously 
served  churches  in  Mississippi. 

Jim  Turcotte,  son  of  Ernest  and 
Eleanor  Turcotte  of  Clinton  and 
grandson  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.  A. 

Johnson  of 
Vicksburg,  was 
elected  vice 
president  for 
university 
advancement  by 
the  trustees  of 
Dallas  Baptist 
University,  Dal¬ 
las,  Texas.  He 

Turcotte  served  DBU  » 

director  of 

admissions  since  1990.  Turcotte 
graduated  from  Mississippi  Col¬ 
lege  and  Southwestern  Seminary. 
He  is  married  to  the  former  Jenny 
Turner,  daughter  of  Jack  and 
Libby  Turner  of  Columbia. 


Hilbun 


struction  mis¬ 
sion  teams  to 
Alaska.  He  will 
be  available 
July  17  for  sup-  ££* 
ply  and  interna  .Roberts  _ "  i 
work.  Address: 

Route  1,  BQk  136-tt,  Louisville, 
MS  39339;  phone  (601)  773-5670. 


David  Irby,  emeritus  professor 
of  religion,  retired  June  1  after  27 
years  of  service  at  Union  Universi¬ 
ty,  Jackson,  Tenn.  He  has  served 
as  pastor  or  interim  pastor  of 
numerous  churches  in  Louisiana, 
Mississippi,  and  Tennessee.  Irby 
and  his  wife,  Marilyn,  will  reside 
at  309  White  Harbor  Road,  Long 
Beach,  MS  39560. 

Evangelist  John  Merck  has 

completed  10  years  in  evangelism 
and  has  60  preacher  boys  in  seven 
states  to  come  forth  in  this  min¬ 
istry.  Merck  has  held  620  revival 
meetings  in  16  states,  preached 
over  5,000  sermons  and  over  5,000 
have  been  saved.  He  and  his  wife, 
Ruth,  have  been  married  40  years. 
“This  is  an  important  year  for  me,’' 
says  Merck. 


Lillie  Mae  Daniels  was  recently 
honored  with  an  Appreciation  Day 
at  Lake  Washington  First  Church. 
She  was  presented  a  silver  tray  by 
her  pastor,  Owen  Riddick.  Three  of 
her.four  children,  some  of  her 
grandchildren  and  her  great-grand¬ 
daughter  attended.  Mrs.  Daniels 
became  a  member  of  Greenfield 
Church  in  1943.  In  1957,  Greenfield 
Church  and  Glen  Allan  Church 
merged  to  become  Lake  Washing¬ 
ton  First  Church,  so  she  has  been  a 
member  for  49  years.  She  taught 
Sunday  School  for  most  of  these 
years  and  has  been  custodian  since 
1965. 


First  Church,  Raleigh,  recently  recognized  and  presented  Certificates  of 


Appreciation  to  four  ladies  who  have  taught  Sunday  School  for  over  25 
years.  Pictured,  left  to  right,  are  Mickey  Ferguson,  pastor;  Freddie  Ballard, 
2$  years;  Elizabeth  Hegwood,  50  years;  uar< 


_  _  rolyn  Robinson  Stuart,  20 

Rachel  Johnson,  52  years;  and  Prentice  Stuart,  Sunday  School 
director.  I 


oho 


Uniform 

Restoring  a  remnant 


By  Margaret  H.  Rogers 
Zephaniah  3:1-20 


n 

.'OlO'Jlit) 


t-?)  jiv  r  4i 


By  David  Raddin 
2  Kings  6:14-19;  7:1,  6-7, 16 


The  study  of  the  minor  prophets  concludes  with  the  third 
chapter  of  Zephaniah.  The  prophets  were  powerful  leaders 
in  Old  Testament  history  because  they  were  men  with  a 
message  from  God.  There  are  three  Hebrew  words  translat¬ 
ed  “prophet”  Two  of  them  mean  “to  see”  and  convey  the 
idea  of  a  man  of  vision;  thus  the  prophet  was  called  a 
“seer.”  This  implied  that  he  was  able  to  obtain  knowledge 
of  spiritual  realities  not  available  to  others.  The  third  word 
is  used  more  frequently  and  means  “to  announce”  and  rep- ’ 
resents  the  prophet  as  a  “speaker.”  Various  other  terms 
were  applied  to  these  as  “watchman,”  “interpreter,”  “ser¬ 
vant  of  Jehovah,”  etc.  There  are  few  fields  of  Bible  study 
which  have  been  so  widely  misunderstood  and  generally 
misinterpreted  as  that  of  fulfillment  of  prophecy.  One  needs 
to  exercise  caution  in  interpreting  the  prophets. 


was  warning  Judah  that  she  was  ripe  for  judgment.  He  also 
promised  punishment  for  specific  sins  such  as  idolatry,  syn¬ 
cretism  (modem  New  Age  movement),  and  godlessness. 

He  identified  one  possibility  of  escaping  Yahweh’s  wrath 
which  was  for  the  nation  to  return  to  him.  Zephaniah 's 
main  theme  was  the  coming  “day  of  die  Lord,”  a  day  of 
judgment  when  God  would  punish  the  nation  severely. 
Zephaniah  wrote  in  poetic  form,  though  his  poetry  does  not 


rank  with  the  most  beautiful  and  effective 
Testament  His  most  prevalent  meter  was 


poetry 
me  kiru 


in  the  Old 


kinah,  the 


dirge  rhythm.  This  meter  was  particularly  suited  for  con¬ 
veying  die  woeful  certitude  of  chastisement  and  judgment 
in  this  book. 

A  bright  picture  for  the  future  (v.  12).  This  portion  of 
scripture  begins  with  the  prophet  referring  to  the  time  after 


words  the  prophet  moved  from  the  dark  clouds  of  judgment 
to  a  brighter  day. 

The  ultimate  fulfillment  (w.  14-20).  This  passage  con¬ 
trasts  sharply  with  the  judgmental  tone  of  the  previous 
verses.  Jerusalem  soon  will  assume  her  rightful  place 
among  the  nations  and  she  is  not  to  fear  evil  any  more 
because  Yahweh  is  in  her  midst 

In  verse  17,  Zephaniah  speaks  of  the  renewal  of  love  for 
Judah.  This  word  is  not  the  chesed  that  referred  to  die 
covenant  relationship.  Instead  it  is  from  the  verb  ahab, 
another  Hebrew  word  for  love.  This  understanding  of  love 
is  not  preconditioned  by  covenant  relationship;  rather,  it  is 
unconditional.  The  Jews,  scattered  abroad,  would  be  gath¬ 
ered  once  again  to  Jerusalem.  Finally  on  that  day  the 
promise  to  Abraham  would  find  its  ultimate  fulfillment. 
Zephaniah  pictured  the  remnant  as  happy  and  secure,  and 
his  prophecy  was  fulfilled.  The  day  of  the  Lord  came;  the 
remnant  survived,  a  folk  humble  raid  poor.  To  them  came  a 
new  song  from  God,  perhaps  nearly  100  years  after  Zepha¬ 
niah  spoke. 

The  words  of  Zephaniah  serve  as  a  reminder  today  of 
God’s  justice  and  mercy.  He  presents  a  dear  picture  of  bow 
God  judges  sin  and  of  how  he  restores  his  people  when 
they  repent  and  return  to  him.  Judah’s  experience  reveals 
the  promise  of  God’s  presence,  power,  and  bis  desire  for 
the  happiness  of  those  who  are  faithful  to  him. 

The  writer  of  2  Chronicles  7:14  echoes  these  same  truths: 


“If  my  people  woo  are  called  by  my  name,  will  bumble 
themselves  and  pray  and  seek  my  face  and  turn  from  their 
wicked  ways,  then  will  I  bear  from  heaven  and  will  forgive 
their  sin  and  will  heal  their  land.”  Certainly  the  piercing 
words  of  Zephaniah,  almost  2,600  years  old,  have  rele¬ 
vance  in  the  modern  world.  Every  generation  can  benefit 
from  the  direction  that  God  gave  through  this  prophet. 

Rogers  is  a  member  of  Salem  Church,  Coffins. 
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Elisha  and  the  Syrians 


In  the  midst  of  a  situation  that  seemed  hopeless,  Elisha 
had  confidence  in  God.  God  intervened  on  behalf  of  his 
people  and  brought  the  victory. 

Life  still  brings  hopeless  situations.  We  can  have  confi¬ 
dence  in  God  just  as  Elisha  did.  The  prophet’s  experience 
with  the  Syrians  reminds  us  of  our  need  to  tum  to  God. 

Elisha’s  capture  of  Syrian  raiding  party  (6:14-19).  The 
king  of  Syria  was  at  war  with  Israel.  Elisha  revealed  Syria’s 
plans  to  die  king  of  Israel  even  as  the  plans  were  made. 
Benhadad,  king  of  Syria,  was  enraged  and  knew  he  must 
capture  Elisha  if  military  success  was  to  be  his.  He  learned 
that  Elisha  was  at  Dothan,  six  miles  north  of  Samaria,  and 
sent  an  army  by  night. 

Elisha’s  servant  saw  die  next  morning  that  die  Syrian 
force  had  surrounded  the  city.  He  came  to  the  prophet  fear¬ 
ful  and  questioning  what  they  would  do.  Elisha  told  him 
not  to  be  afraid,  for  those  who  were  with  them  were  more 
than  those  with  the  Syrians. 

Elisha  prayed  that  the  Lord  would  let  his  servant  see.  The 
Lord  let  him  see  the  hills  full  of  horses  and  chariots  of  fire 
all  around  Elisha.  As  the  enemy  approached,  Elisha  prayed 
for  the  Lord  to  strike  them  blind.  The  Lord  granted  Elisha’s 
request 

Elisha  led  the  Syrian  army  into  the  city  of  Samaria  and 
the  Lord  answered  Elisha  as  he  prayed  for  their  eyes  to  be 
opened.  The  king  of  Israel  asked  Elisha  if  he  should  kill  the 
captured  Syrians.  Elisha  instructed  that  they  not  be  killed 
but  given  food  and  drink  and  returned  to  their  king,  Ben¬ 
hadad.  So  the  king  of  Israel  prepared  a  feast  for  them,  and 
sent  them  back  to  their  leader. 

All  of  us  face  hopeless  times.  Elisha  reminds  us  through 
his  actions  that  we  can  take  our  hopelessness  to  God  whose 
power  is  greater  than  anything  life  brings.  The  confidence 
that  Elisha  expressed  in  the  Lord  shows  us  that  we  can  trust 
God  even  when  we  feel  afraid  and  defeated. 

Deliverance  of  Samaria  from  Syrian  siege  (7:1, 6-7, 16). 
Benhadad  went  on  to  try  to  conquer  Samaria,  and  besieged 
the  city  for  three  years.  The  inhabitants  suffered  greatly. 
The  king  of  Israel  was  so  angry  that  Elisha  had  released  the 
Syrian  army  when  he  had  them  captured  that  he  wanted  to 
knl  the  prophet. 

Elisha  predicted  an  immediate  end  to  the  siege.  The  siege 
had  become  so  bad  that  a  donkey’s  head  sold  for  80  shekels 
(6:23).  Elisha  promised  that  the  next  day  a  seah,  or  about 
seven  quarts,  of  flour  would  sell  for  a  shekel.  The  prophet 
told  an  unbelieving  soldier  that  be  irould  see  it  with  his 
own  eyes. 

The  next  day,  the  Lord  caused  the  Syrians  to  hear  the 
sound  of  horses  and  chariots  and  a  great  army.  Thinking  the 
sound  was  of  Egyptians  and  Hittites  hired  by  the  king  of 
Israel,  the  Syrians  fled.  Two  lepers  discovered  the  aban¬ 
doned  camp,  and  spread  the  news  to  the  army  of  Israel. 
News  that  the  Syrians  were  gone  came  back  from  the  mes¬ 
sengers  sent  by  the  king  of  Israel  to  investigate  the  lepers’ 
report  Hie  people  went  out,  plundered  the  Syrian  camp, 
and  a  seah  of  flour  sold  for  a  shekel. 

God’s  power  was  claimed  by  Elisha  and  is  available 
today.  How  often  we  try  everything  else  before  we  tum  to 
the  Lord.  As  the  people  of  Israel  in  the  siege,  God  is  with 
us  even  in  the  most  difficult  times.  The  victory  that  God 
brought  in  the  Syrian  wars  gives  us  hope  for  victory  over 
the  wars  that  we  fight  within  our  own  fives. 

Raddin  is  pastor,  First  Church,  Summit. 


Life  and  Work 

Affirming  others’  value 


By  Milton  Bard 
1  Samuel  30:8-10, 21-25 


The  World  Series  of  baseball  is  a  national  event  each  fall. 
Million-doll ar  players  perform  heroics  on  the  field  to  win 
the  series  but,  when  the  winners’  share  is  divided,  it  is 
divided  equally  among  players,  coaches,  managers,  train¬ 
ers  and  equipment  men.  The  team  realizes  the  value  of 
every  person  and  his  contributions  throughout  the  year. 
David  encountered  a  problem  with  some  of  bis  soldiers 
when  they  challenged  the  value  of  the  soldiers  who 
remained  behind.  This  is  the  focus  of  our  lesson  for  this 
week. 

David’s  pursuit  of  the  Amaiekites  (30:  8-10).  David 
asked  God  for  guidance  in  pursuing  the  Amaiekites.  God 
said,  “Go!”  David  obeyed  and  led  600  men  in  the  chase; 
however,  when  they  arrived  some  15  miles  later  at  the 
Besor  Ravine,  200  men  were  too  exhausted  to  continue. 
Before  the  chase  had  begun,  David’s  men  had  already  trav¬ 
eled  a  long  distance  returning  to  Ziklag,  and  were  weary 
and  distressed  about  the  loss  of  their  families.  So  these  200 
were  left  behind  to  care  for  the  baggage  and  equipment. 

Attitude  of  David’s  soldiers  towards  those  who 
remained  behind  (30:21-22).  After  being  successful  in 
battle  and  rescuing  the  women,  children,  animals,  and 
goods  (nothing  was  lost),  David  and  his  men  returned  to  the 
200  soldiers  at  Besor  Ravine.  They  came  out  to  meet 
David,  and  after  the  greeting  and  reuniting  of  family  mem¬ 
bers,  some  of  the  400  who  went  to  battle  (Troublemaker  v. 
22)  began  to  complain  that  those  who  did  not  engage  in 
battle  did  not  deserve  a  share  of  die  plunder,  that  all  they 
deserved  was  the  return  of  their  wives  and  children.  They 
saw  no  value  in  the  contributions  of  the  200.  Their  argu¬ 
ment  was  that  they  did  the  fighting  and  deserved  the  plun¬ 
der. 

Sometimes  we  think  that  only  the  high  profile  church 
members  are  accomplishing  the  work  of  the  Lord.  We  often 
overlook  those  who  serve  quietly;  those  who  pray,  those 
who  work  in  the  preschool  area,  and  on  and  on.  Everyone 
who  serves  and  contributes  is  important  in  the  service  of 
God.  It  takes  die  efforts  of  all  to  accomplish  the  tasks. 

Acknowledging  God  as  the  source  of  all  blessings 
(30:23).  David  responded  by  saying  no  to  the  objectors.  He 
reminded  them  that  it  was  God  who  made  the  victory  possi¬ 
ble.  He  told  them,  “You  are  no  more  responsible  for  the 
victory  than  the  200  who  remained  behind.  What  we  have 
received  is  from  God.  He  is  the  source  of  all  blessings.” 
David  intended  to  be  fair  in  establishing  a  policy  for  the 
distribution  of  the  spoils  of  battle.  David  realized  the  lead¬ 
ership  of  God  in  this  event,  and  his  action  of  fairness  and 
generosity  reflected  his  gratitude  to  God.  God  is  the  source 
of  all  blessings  today.  We  cannot  be  self-reliant  or  self-suf¬ 
ficient.  Everything  comes  from  God. 

Establishing  the  value  of  all  God’s  people  (30:24-25). 
David  established  an  equal  share  for  the  men  who  remained 
with  the  supplies  and  the  men  who  went  to  battle.  The  trou¬ 
blemakers  were  a  minority  with  no  support.  The  soldiers 
responded  to  David’s  leadership.  David  valued  every  man’s 
contribution  and  rewarded  them  equally.  He  recognized 
their  worth  not  only  as  soldiers  but  as  persons.  This  distrib¬ 
ution  decision  was  to  become  the  custom  in  Israel.  Al¬ 
though  it  may  have  been  practiced  before  bis  time,  David 
made  it  a  legally  binding  principle. 

We  should  be  willing  not  only  to  value  the  contributions 
of  all  Christian  servants,  but  we  should  affirm  the  people 
who  make  these  contributions  of  service.  David  affirmed 


i  of  battle.  Think  of 


bis  men  by  sharing  equally  the  spoils  of  battle.  Think  of 
some  ways  that  you  can  affirm  those  members  of  your 
church  who  rarely  receive  affirmation.  Thank  them  for 
being  valued  members  in  God’s  army. 

Bard  is  minister  of  education,  Pint  Church,  Cleve¬ 
land. 


Volunteers  in  remote  India 
treat  3,000  in  Himalayas 


By  Jim  Barton 

LEH,  India  (BP)  —  An  18-mem-  sponsoring  the  project  to  the  region’s  chief  medical  offi- 

ber  Southern  Baptist  volunteer  The  Brotherhood  Commission  cer,  Girdhari  Lai  Raina,  health 
medical  team  saw  3,064  patients  in  and  the  Baptist  Medical-Dental  problems  in  Ladakh  begin  with 
northern  India,  one  of  the  world’s  Fellowship  recruited  die  team  of  malnutrition, 
most  remote  areas.  six  physicians,  two  dentists,  four  A  short  growing  season  creates 

The  team  visited  12  villages  in  nurses,  and  six  support  personnel  a  deficiency  of  fresh  vegetables, 
the  Ladakh  region  of  India’s  from  the  United  States  to  work  Raina  said.  Agricultural  assis- 
Himalayan  Mountains.  Populated  with  Indian  medical  professionals,  tance  is  needed  to  develop  green- 
at  altitudes  of  9,000-12,000  feet  The  Ladakh  Medical  Project  house  applications  for  the  stone- 
with  surrounding  mountains  team  represented  one  of  Southern  and-mud  I  -swtalrhi  homes, 
reaching  23,000  feet,  Ladakh  is  Baptists’  most  experienced  volun-  ‘The  Ladakh  Medical  Project 
only  accessible  during  the  sum-  feer  medical  teams.  Team  mem-  proves  once  again  bow  lay  driiu 
mer  months  due  to  heavy  snow-  bers  have  participated  in  more  can  open  doors  of  service  for 
fall.  than  150  overseas  projects,  Pettit  Southern  Baptists,”  said  Douglas 

“This  team  has  been  to  one  of  said.  Beggs,  Brotherhood  Commission 

the  ‘uttermost  parts  of  the  earth,’”  “I’m  a  firm  believer  that  medical  vice  president  for  program  ser- 
said  team  leader  Eddie  Pettit,  Bap-  trips  like  this  do  some  good  med-  vices.  “We  look  forward  to  con- 
bst  Young  Men’s  director  for  the  ically,”  said  William  Bowen  of  turning  the  work  in  Ladakh  begun 
Brotherhood  Commission  in  Athens,  Ga.,  who  was  on  his  third  by  this  team.” 

Memphis,  Term.  trip  to  India.  “But  more  than  that.  Most  team  members  expressed 

There  are  only  130  Christians  in  it  leaves  such  a  good  impression  a  desire  to  return  to  i-adafrh 
Ladakh,  a  predominantly  Shiite  on  people.  “Beneath  the  layers  of  dust,  the 

Muslim  region  with  approximate-  “It  gets  the  point  across  that  we  eyes  of  pain  and  the  fluids  of 
ly  134,000  people.  The  purpose  of  are  Christians,”  added  Bowen,  infection  are  hurting  spirits  and 
the  Ladakh  Medical  Project  was  who  also  is  president  of  the  Geor-  children  of  God  that  he  created,” 
to  get  a  feeling  for  the  people,  gi»  Baptist  Medical-Dental  Pel-  said  Jim  Brown,  21,  a  senior  at 
build  a  rapport  with  the  citizens  lowship.  Mississippi  State  University  in 

and  officials  and  to  evaluate  The  team  conducted  basic  phys-  Stark vilie.  “There  is  much  more 


Emergency  beacons. 


CALL  TO  MISSION,  God’s  mis¬ 
sion  to  a  lost  world. 

We  are  responsible  for  reaching 
everyone  we  know,  all  within  our 
influence  with  God’s  Word.  When 
we  go  out,  we  should  be  equipping 
people  with  the  saving  knowledge 


received  their  end-of-the-year  badges  and  certificates.  * 

Pictured  are  some  of  the  girls  who  participated  in  the  Girls  in  Action 
program  during  1991-92,  front  row  (left  to  right)  Morgan  McLeod, 
Tyshaun  Butterfield;  second  row,  Brandi  Brewer,  Maggie  Simmons,  Laura 
Harris,  Emily  Street;  third  row,  Ann  Harris,  Ivy  Sanford,  Michelle  Roark; 
back  row,  Jennifer  Middleton,  Crissie  Cook,  and  Helen  Harris.  Prior  to  the 
evenina  service,  the  GAs  and  their  mothers  had  a  time  of  refreshments 
and  fellowship.  Mrs.  Beth  Harris  is  GA  director  at  First  Church.  Clifton 
Perkins  is  serving  as  interim  pastor. 

Five  traits  typify  growing 
churches,  Hemphill  says 


of  Jesus  Christ,  and  connecting 
them  to  the  Savior,  who  is  con¬ 
stantly  monitoring  their  cry  for  sal¬ 
vation.  We  need  to  give  all  we 
meet  a  EPIRB,  not  an  electronic 
beacon,  but  a  holy  beacon,  the 
Word  of  God. 

Larry  Otis  is  a  Tupelo  layman. 


the  earth,  even  down  streets  of  we  are  prepared  for  our  journey. 
Baghdad,  to  their  specific  target  Christians  likewise  are  constant- 
location.  ly  being  listened  to  all  around  the 

The  use  of  satellites  that  allows  world.  It  really  makes  no  differ- 
an  individual  soldier,  a  ship,  plane,  ence  to  God  if  a  man  is  in  North 
or  rocket  to  know  exactly  where  it  America,  Africa,  or  Japan;  if  he 
is  to  within  10’  anywhere  on  the  speaks  one  of  a  thousand  lan- 
face  of  die  earth  is  thrilling.  Even  guages;  is  black,  white,  red,  or  yel- 
the  recreational  sailor  can  now  low.  God  is  ready  to  receive  our 
By  Sarah  Zimmerman  place  on  his  sail  or  power  boat  this  plea  for  salvation:  He  is  able,  he  is 

I  AC  vnrAc  mm  is,  ,.  L;„  •  .  «  .  ,  ..  „  same  technology,  called  Global  willira,  be  is  everywhere.  Howev- 

LAS  VEGAS  (BP)  —  Five  traits  nfioal  financial  giving  as  well  as  Positioning  System.  Originally  erTGod  has  chosen  to  work 
are  common  of  all  growing  willingness  to  give  up  the  best  developed  by  the  Defense  Depart-  through  man  in  sending  his  Word 
churches,  though  churches  may  parking  spaces  for  visitors  and  meat,  it  is  now  being  used  by  the  to  the  world.  He  has  given  this 
vary  greatly  in  environments  and  willingness  for  Sunday  School  average  citizen  to  know  his  exact  great  task  to  you  and  me.  We  are 
styles,  Ken  Hemphill  said  during  a  classes  to  relocate  to  accommodate  location.  God’s  feet,  hmds,  heart,  and  voice 

school  of  evangelism  and  church  others.  Another  device  is  called  an  to  a  lost  world, 

gnrerth.  ^  _  Spiritual  sensitivity  is  another  EPIRB  (emergency  position  indi-  Matthew  9:37  NIV  said.  “The 

_  P“tor°[  First  fharactemtic  of  growing  churches,  eating  radio  beacon)  that  allows  harvest  is  plentiful  but  the  workers 

Oama,  Norfolk,  Va.,  win  become  Hemphill  said  he  attributes  the  rescue  to  anyone  in  danger  of  sink-  are  few.  Ask  the  Lord  of  the  har- 
church  growth  specialist  for  the  growth  First  Church  of  Norfolk  ing  at  sea  or  on  a  downed  aircraft,  vest  therefore,  to  send  workers 
Home  Mission  Board  and  Sunday  has  experienced  since  he  became  These  EPIRBs  arc  so  small  that  into  his  harvest  field.” 

School  Board  Aug.  L  pastor  to  the  prayer  ministry  the  they  can  be  placed  on  life  pre-  .  Clearly  there  are  millions  upon 

The  first  trait  common  to  grow-  church  bad  in  place  before  be  servers  or  automatically  activated  millions  of  souls  not  even  aware 
ing  churches,  he  said,  is  strong  came.  in  an  emergency  situation  at  any  there  is  ONE  GOD  to  call  on  for 

leadership.  He  said  pastors  of  Fourth,  growing  churches  have  a  point  in  the  world.  These  small  help.  The  workers  in  the  field  are 
growing  churches  trust  God  to  great  vision.  They  are  willing  to  radios  send  a  continuous  signal  few  and  are  spread  very  thin  to 
give  them  the  ability  to  lead.  take  risks  as  the  vision  from  God  upward  into  the  sky.  The  radio  gig-  accomplish  this  great  work.  We  as 

The  pastor  s  leadentnp  b  not  an  lgmto  the  congregation.  nal  sent  is  recognized  by  all  over-  Christians  living  in  a  nation  of 

issue  of  authority  but  function,  The  final  key  to  growing  church-  flying  aircraft  and  special  satel-  much,  should  not  be  waiting  for 
Hemphill  said.  A  pastor  s  leader-  esis  a  passion  for  souls,  Hemphill  lites.  This  system  is  used  around  someone  else  to  do  our  task  of 
shg  depe»te«&e  tte  world  with  the  keys 
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to  heaven,  belief  in  Jesus  Christ. 
When  we  accepted  our  salvation 

fift,  it  was  also  A  CALL  TO 
VERY  SAVED  PERSON,  A 


